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Summary:

For this video assignment I choose to review the video, The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere, by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.  This video showed several ways of teaching students facts about social studies.  The teacher used social learning with the students as well as collaborative learning.  The students worked in groups, going from station to station, learning about The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere.  While the students were working together, the teacher was monitoring student’s work.  There was a teacher present for each group asking questions and monitoring student’s interactions with one-another.   Students were independent and lead the discussions.  They were the leaders, and learned from themselves and one-another.  This video’s main focus was on the Revolutionary war and its purpose was to promote working in a fostered group setting, which is a skill students need to learn for the real world work habits.  It also showed reading skills integrated with social studies to show how different subjects are incorporated with one another.   Finally, it provided ways of differentiation and showed how using stations to learn is helpful and beneficial to the students.  

	Element of Best Practice with definition 
	What the teacher is doing…
 
	What the students are doing…
	Comments

	Collaborative Learning

A situation in which two or more people learn or attempt to learn something together through various teaching strategies. 
	* Provides relevant lessons that allow students to engage with one another.

*Provides effective group activities that promote inquiry learning.

*Working with another teacher.
*Monitor student interactions through differentiated lessons.
	*Working together in cooperative groups. 

*Asking other students for information.

*Evaluating one another’s ideas.

*Monitor one another’s work.

*Motivating and learning from one another.
	*The teacher provided a lesson plan that incorporated learning through differentiated activities.  

*The teacher provided engaging collaboration for the students to learn together.  

*Students worked in four groups.

*Students motivated one another to learn in small groups.

	 Social Learning 
Instruction that is interactive and engaging to students.
	*Provides materials and lessons that are hands-on as well as scaffolding learning.

*Teachers provide rubrics for the activities the students will be completing.  

*Teachers should incorporate 21st century skills and technology into their lessons.  
	*Working together to promote meaningful learning.

*Students take leadership in their own learning. 

*Students will use 21st century skills and up-to-date technology to engage them. 
	*The teacher provided students with hands-on, engaging lessons that would keep them interested and engaged.  

*The teacher provided students with 21st century skills and technology that students would use in each activity. 

*Rubrics were provided for students to assess themselves with after their learning was complete.   

*Students used the computer, SMARTboard and computers while working in groups.  This provided students with an up-to-date way of learning.  

*Students completed rubrics that assessed what they learned.

*How the students do their work also impacts the class.

	Reflective Thinking
Instruction that promotes time to think and associate new ideas with previous schemas
	*Allows time for students to reflect on new learning.

*Provides different choices for evaluation of learning.

*Uses inquiry to provide different ways for students to reflect. 
*Ask questions before and after learning to promote reflection of learning.  
	*Reflecting at their own pace, and connecting new knowledge to prior knowledge.

*Evaluating themselves on new material.

*Students are able to ask questions of what they learned to build on their own knowledge. 
*Students need to restructure their mental schemas. 
	* The teacher provided a rubric for the students, which allowed them to reflect on their learning.  

*There was time allotted to students to reflect.  

*Students discussed what was beneficial for the group and how they could better change what they did to make their learning better.  

*This way of learning was very important for students to take responsibility of their own learning.  

	Authentic Learning
Real, meaningful teaching, that will help students connect what they learned to their lives.  

	*Lessons that help students make connections and use primary resources (newspapers, magazines, texts, etc.). 
*Provides students with questions and situations as to which they need to think back on their prior knowledge.

*Provide learning experiences that take place outside of the classroom.  
	*Students make connections between what is learned inside the classroom and real life experiences.

*Link new experiences to previous understanding.

*Students will be assessed in multiple ways.  Changing from paper testing to projects, portfolios, etc.    
	*Teacher asked questions that had students make connections to the real world and what they know.  

*The students made connections between actual events that took place in history and what that holiday is called today.  

*Students were able to respond in different ways while being assessed.  




Critique & Examples:

The video, The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere, displayed several best practices ideas.  There were several types of learning going on that I examined, and from this, many best practices in our group protocol were met.

Throughout this video, many of my group’s best practices were met.  The two that I found to be almost completely met were collaborative learning and social learning.  The teacher provided activities for this lesson that allowed for collaborative learning.  There were four groups and four different stations with different activities; each station lasted 15 minutes.  In the first group, the teacher and students read a short story of The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere.  The teacher brought sequencing in to go along with this learning process.  Group two used the SMARTboard to play a game of battleship, which helped them learn their spelling words.  Group 3 worked on a guided note-taking activity.  They re-read the story, selected the ten most important facts from the story and wrote them on a time line.  Finally, group 4 used computers to access a bookmark Internet site.  This helped them complete a compare and contrast activity.  Students were working together: learning from one another, and monitoring each other’s work.  Questions were being asked, which brought inquiry learning into the mix as well.  Also, students were the leaders in their discussion and their learning, thus bringing in the best practice, social learning.  Students were working with one-another, but took leadership in their learning.  The teacher provided students with a rubric of how they will be assessed at the end of their learning experience.  They used 21st century skills and technology, such as the SMARTboard and computer.  Students were engaged by using hands-on activities that provided them with different ways of learning.  

The best practice, reflective thinking, was also met in this teaching video.  Students were allowed time after their learning activities to reflect on what they learned.  After their group work, they were sent back to their seats to complete the rubric of how they think they performed as a part of their group today.  They also reflected on how things could be done differently to better help the group next time.  This would help them see how the way they do their work impacts the rest of the class and that it is important for them to take responsibility of their learning.  

Finally, the best practice, authentic learning was met in this teaching video as well.  Students made connections in this learning process.  They made connections and talked about the 4th of July and what its actual name is.  They completed a word web as a whole group describing words and phrases that connect the Revolutionary War and the 4th of July.  They also made connections and answered questions about how the future shaped the past and the present.  

All of my group’s best practices were met in one way or another.  Collaborative learning and social learning were met more than reflective thinking and authentic learning.  This video does exemplify these best practices because it teaches up-to-date teaching strategies and engages students in several ways.  This video steers away from the traditional classroom and goes to a more constructivist classroom.  
