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Key Concepts:

The key concepts of this social studies unit are that students will be the leaders of their own learning.  Students will take the leadership role throughout this lesson and learn through inquiry.  Questions will be asked and multiple answers may be given, but students need to work together and come to a final conclusion.  As students take control of their own learning, they will be seen as responsible individuals.  Thus, students will gain knowledge and build their knowledge through questioning and answering.  

Key Assessments:

Students will be assessed on a daily basis throughout this lesson.  They will be assessed formally and informally.  Students will be assessed through timelines, journal entries, graphic organizers, and final projects.  Rubrics will be given for the major assignments given.  Students will not only be assessed on these assignments, they will also be assessed on a daily basis.  Students will be working in groups, thus students will be assessed on their collaboration and participation.  Assessing students on a daily basis coincides with the backwards design article.  It is important to assess students throughout the entire lesson rather than at the very end.  Students learn and build on their prior knowledge.  Therefore, us as teachers need to know that our students are comprehending the material being learned.  

Resources:

Books:

Collins, R.  (2002).  The Nile.  Yale University Press; First Edition.

Collins, R.  (1996).  The Waters of the Nile:  Hydropolitics and the Jonglei Canal.  Markus Wiener Pub.
Pollard, M.  (1997).  The Nile.  Marshall Cavendish Corporation.  

Waterbury, J.  (2002).  The Nile Basin:  National Determinants of Collective Action.  Yale University Press.  

Websites:

http://www.touregypt.net/egypt-info/magazine-mag05012001-magf4a.htm  

http://www.touregypt.net/wildegypt/nile1.htm 

https://encrypted.google.com/search?q=The+Nile+River&hl=en&prmd=ivns&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=2h82Ts7kF8-DsgK39cjyCg&ved=0CCwQsAQ 

http://www.mbarron.net/Nile/
http://www.ancient-egypt-online.com/river-nile-facts.html
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/egypt/nile.htm
http://library.thinkquest.org/16645/the_land/nile_river.shtml
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/geography/nileriver.htm
http://www.squidoo.com/nile-river
http://www.egyptianagriculture.com/nile_river.html 

Videos:

 http://videos.howstuffworks.com/discovery/28707-assignment-discovery-uses-of-the-nile-river-video.htm - Assignment Discovery:  Uses of the Nile River.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TP3bhg4WtZU - Nile River and People of the River, 1950.  

http://dsc.discovery.com/videos/discovery-atlas-egypt-the-nile-then-and-now.html - Discovery Atlas:  Egypt:  The Nile:  Then and Now (I would clearly skip over this videos commercial.)

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/media/84348/The-Nile-River-in-Egypt - Ancient Egypt:  The Nile River.  

