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Since the design solely covers the writing aspect of a language arts class, it is challenging to map out the exact sequence of the curriculum.  Many aspects of writing have already been learned in previous grades and we continue building on that knowledge in 8th grade.  Also, in writing, all of the aspects work together.  Rather than learning one particular subunit, like narratives, at one time, we are also tying in the production and distribution of writing, conventions, and potentially research.  Simply stated, writing builds on writing.  All aspects of writing come into play during the writing workshop. 

Some aspects of writing will take place all year long.  Students will review spelling and take spelling tests on a weekly basis.  They will also write in their journals at least twice a week- sometimes on a specific topic given by the teacher, but other times on a topic of their choice.  By giving students time to write informally on something that interests them, students will hopefully come to enjoy writing and begin to apply concepts learned in class to their own personal writing.  Students will also work on editing sentences through quick bell-work activities throughout the year.  Each of these weekly writing activities will strengthen students as writers and prepare them for formal writing pieces throughout the year.


At the beginning of the year, students will begin writing informally in journal entries and short activities related to the Ideas writing trait.  Students will first learn how to find, focus, and develop topics, as well as use descriptive details in their writing.  This will set the groundwork for writing throughout the rest of the school year.  From this point forward, students will have a collection of writing topics to draw from, as well as knowledge of how to make their writing more interesting with details.  This will provide a perfect lead into writing narratives.  Students will go through the entire writing process: pre-writing, writing, revising, editing, and publishing with their personal narratives.  Also at this time, students will learn about sentences, particularly run-ons and fragments.  Students will be able to use this new knowledge of conventions to revise their narratives.  Students will also get the chance to present their writing to the class after they are finished.  This entire process will last about 6 weeks at the beginning of the year.

For the next month, students will continue working on activities associated with the writing trait as they create travel brochures for made-up locations.  The focus will be on descriptive details and students will participate in many peer-editing activities as they continue to build on their knowledge of this trait.  Next, students will learn about the voice trait and will go through the writing process by writing another narrative on a specific topic.  Voice activities will be incorporated into the daily lessons, as will grammar lessons and practice of verbs.   Around the holidays, students will practice their writing skills be writing thank-you letters to teachers that have impacted them, as well as troops overseas.  This will give students a real purpose for writing and a fun way to show what they have learned in the first half of the year.

Following winter break, students will dive into informative writing as they write research papers about a particular career choice.  This will give students an opportunity to learn more about their future and the steps they need to take to get there.  Students will gather information from multiple sources and conduct a great deal of research before beginning the project.  They will also learn about verbals and the organization trait during this time since it is so important to the research paper.  At the end of this writing process, students will present their research to the class.

After the research paper, students will begin preparing for the OAA test in April.  They will learn how to answer questions through their writing and how to find answers through reading.  At this time in the year, students will focus on the sentence fluency and conventions trait, which will include many aspects of editing, like punctuation and capitalization.  They will continue writing shorter pieces of writing.  After the OAA’s, students will write arguments on a topic of their choice, learn about the word choice trait, and present their research to the class when they are finished.  


As one could find from the sequence, the curriculum map could almost be a giant circle since all of the parts work together at one time.  By spacing out the larger pieces of writing and teaching individual traits throughout the school year, students can really grow in all of the aspects of writing.  This method slows down the writing process and allows students to analyze their own writing.  By the end of the year, students will have had the opportunity to learn all of the objectives and practice them multiple times.
