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Essential Questions
	1) How has the Indus Valley River Civilization affected the Eastern Hemisphere today?  Why should we be interested in the Indus Valley Culture?
2) How does the geography (location, environment, region, place), climate, and natural resources affect the way people lived and worked?  How does it affect the way people in the Eastern Hemisphere live and work today in?
3) Students will create their own essential questions throughout this unit.



Lesson Summary 

	Summary:  In today’s lesson the student will be spending the majority of the time researching the Indus Valley river civilization; making connections to the final two themes of geography: movement and human-environment interaction; and answering the essential questions.  Students will use a variety of websites and books to do this.  Each student will evaluate themselves at the end of the lesson on how cooperative and helpful they were with their partner. Each student will reflect on what they have learned using a 3-2-1 (see attachment below).  



Standards, Indicators, Objectives

	Strands, Topics, and Content Statements:

(Grade 6) Strand- History

· Topic: Early Civilizations:  The eight features of civilizations include cities, well-organized central governments, complex religions, job specialization, social classes, arts and architecture, public works and writing. Early peoples developed unique civilizations. Several civilizations established empires with legacies influencing later peoples. 
· Content Statement: (#2) Early civilizations (India, Egypt, China and Mesopotamia) with unique governments, economic systems, social structures, religions, technologies and agricultural practices and products flourished as a result of favorable geographic characteristics. The cultural practices and products of these early civilizations can be used to help understand the Eastern Hemisphere today. 
 (Grade 6) Strand- Geography

· Topic: Places and Regions- A place is a location having distinctive characteristics, which give it meaning and character and distinguish it from other locations. A region is an area with one or more common characteristics, which give it a measure of homogeneity and make it different from surrounding areas. Regions and places are human constructs.
· Content Statement: (#5) Regions can be determined, classified and compared using various criteria (e.g., landform, climate, population, cultural, economic).
· Topic: Human Systems
Human systems represent the settlement and structures created by people on Earth’s surface. The growth, distribution and movements of people are driving forces behind human and physical events. Geographers study patterns in cultures and the changes that result from human processes, migrations and the diffusion of new cultural traits.
· Content Statement(s):
(#6) Variations among physical environments within the Eastern Hemisphere influence human activities. Human activities also alter the physical environment.
(#7) Political, environmental, social and economic factors cause people, products and ideas to move from place to place in the Eastern Hemisphere in the past and today.
Objectives:
Students will be able to…

Apply research techniques to find accurate and relevant information pertaining to the essential questions and geography themes.


Resources

	· PowerPoint and slide

· Projector and screen

· Scavenger Hunt sheet (one per student)

· Possible resources for research/scavenger hung:

Internet resources:

        http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/indus_valley/
        http://www.ushistory.org/civ/8a.asp
        http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/southasia/History/Ancient/Indus2.html
        http://india.mrdonn.org/indus.html
        http://www.crystalinks.com/induscivilization.html
     Text resources:

        Williams, B. & Williams, B. (2007).  Trading Up: Indus Valley Trade. Chicago, IL:    

               Heinemann-Raintree.

        Richarson, H. (2005). Life In The Ancient Indus River Valley.  New York, NY:     

               Crabtree Publishing Company.  

        Shuter, S. (2008). The Indus Valley.  Chicago, IL:  Heinemann-Raintree.

        Aronovsky, I., & Gopinath, S. (2005). The Indus Valley:  Excavating the Past.  Chicago, IL:  Heinemann Library.




Procedures  

	Introduction to Lesson                

· Displayed on the SmartBoard will be the “What Will I Learn Today?” slide.
You will…
1) Review the Essential questions for research and the 5 Themes of geography
2) Complete the last two sections of your Scavenger Hunt with a partner
3) Evaluate your cooperation and participation efforts for the day 

4) Reflect on your learning through a 3-2-1
Lesson 
· Teacher will review the Essentials Questions with the class and answer any questions that may have come up from the assignment the day before.
· Students will get with their assigned partner and continue researching information for the last two sections of their Scavenger Hunt chart.  

i. Students will use their prior knowledge of using reliable and credible resources on the internet.

ii. Also, there will be books available in the classroom, which focus on the Indus Valley Civilization.

· The students will write down the facts on the space provided below each direction.  Also, they will be required to write down the website URL or book resource title.

· This activity will enable students to explore credible resources and pull out the required information.  
· Teacher will rotate around to partnerships to assist and make note of active participation and cooperation within partnerships
Assessment: Using scale score teacher will give each student points for their group participation and cooperation within their different partnerships today. Students will be completing a 3-2-1.  This will allow them to reflect on their learning today.  In this informal assessment, student list any three things they learned, two questions they have about what they have researched, and one most important idea learned. 
Differentiation:
· Students will be placed in flexible groupings with one partner.  Partners are at the same ability level.  This is done so partners can research together at their own pace and use sources that are similar in ability level.

Closure to Lesson  
· Class will orally discuss the three Ws:  What did we learn today?; So What? (relevancy, importance, usefulness); Now What? (how does this fit into what we are

      learning, does it affect our thinking, can we predict where we are going)
Adapted from http://edc448uri.wikispaces.com/file/view/40_ways_to_leave_a_lesson.pdf


3-2-1

List 3 interesting things that you learned.

#1:  ______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

#2: ______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

#3:  ______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List 2 questions you still have about the Indus Valley Civilization.

#1:  ______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

#2: ______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List the most important thing you learned.

#1:  ______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
