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	Theme
	Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere

	Strand
	History

	Topic
	Early Civilizations

The eight features of civilizations include cities, well-organized central governments, complex religions, job specialization, social classes, arts and architecture, public works and writing.  Early peoples developed unique civilizations.  Several civilizations established empires with legacies influencing later peoples.

	Content
Statement
	2.  Early civilizations (India, Egypt, China and Mesopotamia) with unique governments, economic systems, social structures, religions, technologies and agricultural practices and products flourished as a result of favorable geographic characteristics. The cultural practices and products of these early civilizations can be used to help understand the Eastern Hemisphere today.


Background:

Egypt is located in Africa, just below the Mediterranean Sea.  Upper and lower Egypt unified around 3100 B.C.  The Nile River provided many resources Egyptians used to make a life and civilization.  These resources provided transportation, food, trade and fertilization for crops.  Agriculture was very important to the Egyptians.  The silt deposits left after the Nile overflowed annually, left fertilization for their crops. Later, basin irrigation and shadufs helped the Egyptians with the irrigation of their crops.  The main and best type of transportation was also along the Nile by way of canoe or small ship. The Ancient Egyptians established their life along this river valley and actually created a god that represented the Nile because of this river’s importance in their lives.  The leader of this time in Egypt was called a Pharaoh, which they considered to be a god. These people believed in many gods.  The Nile River valley provided many of the necessary resources the Egyptians needed to become an established civilization.

Artifacts:

· Location

-Map
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*The Nile River was interesting in that it flowed North, from the equator into the Mediterranean Sea.   Egypt was located in the Northeastern corner of Africa below the Mediterranean and to the west of the Red Sea.  The Nile River Valley provided many resources the Egyptians used in everyday life.

*The Nile River is 4184 miles long and is the longest river in the world.  In addition it also runs through nine different countries.  This provides the opportunity for nine different countries to benefit from its resources.  Even though it runs near so many different countries, it is most known to be associated with Egypt. In addition to how long the river is, it is also shaped in a very unique way.  The Nile River is shaped like a lotus flower which is presented in many Egyptian artwork.  [image: image4.png]ATLANTIC
OCEAN





·  Place

-Pyramid
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*The Egyptians believed in many gods.  Their leader, the Pharaoh, was considered a god, and was often housed in the pyramids Egyptians built.  At times, peasants may be found underneath the pyramids as well living together in small villages.  One of the most known uses of these pyramids was for the placement and keeping of mummified pharaohs.  
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*The Egyptians lived in houses that they had made for them.  Egyptians would hire peasants to make the bricks for their houses which were called sun dried bricks.  These bricks were made out of mud and straw.  The mud was taken from the Nile River and would be mixed in with the straw.  These two materials would have to be mixed well with each other in order to form the bricks themselves.  

· Human/Environment Interaction

-Shaduf
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*Agriculture was very important to the Egyptians.  They used the river and the silt it left behind for water and fertilization.  The river did however flood once a year, which originally flooded the crops and caused problems for the Egyptians.  They soon started using basin irrigation to control the flooding.  Basin irrigation involved channels that allowed water to reach the crops, but cut the water supply off when it got too high.  Basin irrigation and this type of farming only allowed for crops one time a year due to the flooding.  Later, around 1500 B.C., Egyptians created a shaduf, which dumped the water on the crops after being picked up from the river.  This allowed crops to be planted and grown year round.   
*Egyptians built irrigation ditches in order to help with the watering of their plants and crops.  With the flooding that occurred throughout the area, the Egyptians decided that they might as well take advantage of the issue.  By creating these ditches, the crops were then given enough water to keep them healthy for everyone around.  In modern times, the Egyptians have now built a dam in order to help control the flooding as well.  The Aswan Dam was also built using the materials that were present around the channel and the area as well.  [image: image7.jpg]* = ,‘:’1
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· Movement/ Communication 

-Canoes/Ships

*The Nile River gave the Egyptians a great way of transportation.  Egyptians main way of travel was by boat.  Canoes and ships were used to traverse this river.  The wind along the river allowed boats to sail and move against the current.  They also moved swiftly with the current, since the river slopes downhill if you are moving north in the direction the river flows.  The upper part of the river is rather shallow, so only small boats like canoes were used in this area of the river.[image: image8.png]
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*The Nile River not only helped with traveling for Egyptians but it also helped them with communication and trade around the surrounding countries.  By having the river close by, Egyptians were able to now trade with surroundings areas on a more timely basis and with also much larger purchases.  Before they had to take longer trips with the chance to not pick up as much product as they might like.  They were not able to communicate with others around the area as well because it no longer took weeks to get from place to place, the travel time was shorter.  

· Regions

-Silt-fertilization
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*The Nile provided many resources the Egyptians used for farming.  Agriculture was very important to this civilization.  The Nile River would flood annually, leaving behind a silt the Egyptians used for fertilization.  That silt is still seen along the Nile today.
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*In addition to the fertilization that the Nile River provided it also provided several other resources to the Egyptian people.  It provided resources for helping the people make homes for them and their families, clothes for them to wear, and paper for them as well.  The paper was made from a wild papyrus weed that was grown right off the shore of the Nile River.  

Teaching Strategies

	Element of Best Practice 
	What the teacher is doing…
	What the students are doing…
	Project
Based

Learning

	Constructivist
Instruction and Assessment that is based on the fact that people construct their own knowledge and understanding through experiences and reflections of those experiences
	*The teacher could provide a KWL chart on the board for students to share what they know and wonder about Egypt.
	*The lesson could be started with students writing what the knew and wonder about Egypt using a KWL chart on the front board.
	*Students could work together to share what they learned in this lesson by creating a CMAP to present their findings about the Nile River Civilization to a real audience. 

	Cooperative Learning
Organizational classroom structure in which students work in groups to complete tasks together and work toward common academic goals. 
	*The teacher could previously find websites that students could use to research their “wonderings” about the Nile River Civilization, and choose which “wonderings” best meet the objectives students need to learn and assign those “wonderings” to different groups of students to research.
	*Based upon a KWL chart started at the beginning of a lesson, students could work in groups to research and find answers to their “wonderings.”
	*Students could present the information they found within their groups to a real audience 

	In depth Investigation
Looking at concepts at a deeper level than just the surface


	*The teacher could provide books found at the library and research books that have been gathered in order to allow students to do complete more in depth research on a topic involving the Egyptians.  
	*The students are having to look into different types of resources in order to find the information that they need and to help them better understand the material.  Students are not just allowed to look online for information.  
	*Students could then share the information that they have discovered within a small group of classmates or to the whole class.  

	Expressive
To fully engage ideas, construct meaning and remember information


	*The teacher will be providing the students with an assignment in which pieces of it will be completed at a time.  Scaffolding the assignment in order to help the students to complete it in a more timely manor.  
	*The students will be completing an assignment in a fun way in order to share their research findings.  Students can create a skit, a song, a dance, anything they would like.
	*Students could share their research in a project way however the way it will be presented will be up to them and will be done in a fun and creative way.  
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