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Expectations for Learning

	Students will apply their understanding of the basic properties of maps, globes, and geographic tools to gather, process, and report information about people, places, and environments.


Lesson Summary / Rationale

	In this lesson, students will be required to use technology to read maps, gather information, and answer questions about geography (location and place) of the eastern hemisphere.  


Ohio Academic Content Standard

	Geography Content Statement #3:  Globes and other geographic tools can be used to gather, process, and report information about people, places, and environments.  Cartographers decide which information to include and how it is displayed.


Resources

	World Map (1 per group)

I-Pod Touch (1 per group)

10 QR Code printouts (1 set for the class)

Set of 20 symbols representing geographic theme(s) of each location (1 set per group)

Glue stick (1 per group)

Social Studies journal (1 per student)


Procedures 

	I. Readiness/Motivation for Lesson:  Allotted Time:  5 minutes
Show a clip of The Amazing Race.  Explain that today we will be using maps to complete our own “Amazing Race” of the eastern hemisphere.  What do you already know about the eastern hemisphere and the areas it includes on the globe?  Write their ideas on the board.

II.  Lesson Focus:  Allotted Time: 45 minutes

Students will be divided into groups of 3.  Each group is given a map, symbols, and I-Pod Touch.  Their mission is to scan the QR codes located at 10 stations around the room.  Each station contains 2 QR codes.  One shows the location on a map and the other shows a photograph representing one of the 5 geography themes of the area.  The group needs to determine which symbol from their set best represents each location.  Students will glue the symbols to the appropriate locations on the hard copy of their map.

III.  Closure to Lesson:  Allotted Time:  10 minutes

Students come together as a whole group and discuss their findings for each location.  It is important to note that groups may have assigned different symbols to each location, but as long as they are able to justify their answer geographically, they can be correct.

IV.  Assessment:
Students will be assessed through the outcome of their cooperative groupwork.  A successful group will have completed the 10 stations, have an accurate representation on their maps for each location, and valid verbal justifications during the whole group discussion. Teams will also be assessed on their ability to work cooperatively.

V.  Differentiation

Groups will be divided utilizing peer models.

Laptops will be set up around the room with the World Factbook displayed as an alternate resource.

An extension would be for groups to place any unused symbols onto their map using background knowledge or additional research (if time) for other locations.

VI. Assignment

Students will journal about each location to explain why the selected symbol is representative of its geography.

 


