Mimi Wreath

Authentic Activity #1

Creating an Industry WebQuest

Rationale:  Even at a very young age students have knowledge that most of the goods we buy are made in other countries.  This WebQuest will have students looking at major industrial nations in the world to see what products come out of the region and why we choose to import these goods rather than creating them in our own country.  Students will develop a “product” and must choose where they will have the product produced based upon what they have learned in their WebQuest about cost of production, labor wages, and working conditions.  Students will work in partners to complete this activitiy.

Ohio Academic Content Standards: (Grade 6)
C.S. 7:  Political, environmental, social and economic factors cause people, products and ideas to move from place to place in the Eastern Hemisphere in the past and today.

C.S. 9:  Different perspectives on a topic can be obtained from a variety of historic and contemporary sources.  Sources can be examined for accuracy.

C.S. 11:  Economists compare data sets to draw conclusion about relationships among them.

C.S. 13:  The fundamental questions of economics include what to produce, how to produce and for whom to produce.

C.S. 14:  When regions and/or countries specialize, global trade occurs.

Lesson Overview:

· Previous day- have students look at their own clothing, notebooks, etc. Where were these things made?  Why do you think that most of what we buy is made outside of the United States?  Assignment: Go home and find 5 items that were made in different countries.  Come to class prepared to discuss these items.
· As a class create a list of countries where the goods we used are produced. On Promethean Board, pull up map from http://www.mapsofworld.com/world-top-ten/world-top-ten-exporting-countries-map.html which indicates the top 10 exporters in the world.  For this activity, students will focus on the United States, China, Japan, Germany and the United Kingdom.
· Students will work with a partner.  They will follow this WebQuest to answer the questions 1.  Why do we buy so many goods from other countries?  2.  If I were to create a product, where would I want to produce the product?
· Visit http://www.americansworking.com/ 
· Find 5 products that you use regularly that are made in America.  List them.
· Visit http://www.worldsrichestcountries.com/top_us_imports.html
· What products do you use from those lists?  Where do they come from?  (You only need to look at China, Japan, Germany, and the United Kingdom)
· Hypothesis:  Why do you think we import (get) all of these products from other countries?
· To better understand importing/exporting, visit http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.php?lid=400&type=student
· Read the lesson and follow the links.  You do not need to answer the questions.
· Have you found any goods that we can not manufacture (make) in the United States?
· In order to make a product, people have to be paid as workers.  What country to you think the workers make the most money? What country do you think they make the least?  Why?
· Visit http://www.aflcio.org/Corporate-Watch/CEO-Pay-and-You/CEO-to-Worker-Pay-Gap-in-the-United-States/Pay-Gaps-in-the-World
· Play with the map to see how much a CEO (boss) makes a year as compared to how much a worker makes a year.
· Create a table or chart that compares how much a worker makes a year in the different countries we are studying.
· Visit and read the article at http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/history-child-labor
· Visit and read the article at http://www.businessinsider.com/countries-worst-child-labor-risks-2012-1?op=1
· After reading the Child Labor articles, how do you feel knowing that some of what you wear and use everyday is the result of children working in factories? Why?
· GOOGLE it!  Use the Google or Bing search engines to find working conditions for adults in each of the countries we are studying the exports from.  Compare these conditions in either paragraph form or table form.
· CREATE it!  With your partner, develop a product (good) that you would like to develop, produce, and sell.  What is the product?  What purpose does this product have?  Where are you going to have the product produced?  Why?  Where are you going to sell this product (what countries, etc)?  How much is product going to cost?
Assessment:  Student partners will present their product to the class.  Students are expected to explain their reasoning on where they will produce their good.  

***Whole class discussion regarding student findings during research and WebQuest.
