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Authentic Activity #2

Web Quest Lesson Activity: Governmental Web Quest
Introduction: The following activity is a web quest designed for 6th grade students in Ohio who are learning about the different types of governments found in OAC Content Statement 10 under the Government strand. The goal of this web quest is to meet content standards while still being fun and engaging for the students. In this process, students are in charge of their own learning and are engaged in an inquiry based lesson. In this lesson students will go through the process of searching the web based on resources primarily provided by the instructor. Web quests can be formed on any topic. All the teacher has to do is find the websites that the students will be learning from and align the topics, questions, and information that the students should be looking for on those websites. For this activity you will need:

· Some form of technology for each student (computer, laptop, iPad, net book, etc.)

· Handouts for students to keep track of their research

Set Up: Start by making sure you have technology for EACH student for the day of the web quest activity. Plan the web quest by picking your topic, websites, questions, activities, and information. Once the web quest is designed, print off enough hand outs for the students and find a way that works with your classroom technology to share the URL’s from the handout with your students. Some teachers have access to websites where they can upload and share information with students. Other options include a shared flash drive, downloading the document from e-mail systems, etc. Make sure students have access to the CORRECT URL’s to avoid students off task. 
Student Introduction: Students are excited about the opportunity to take control of their learning. They are often bogged down by the day to day lectures and note taking. Therefore, students are excited when given the opportunity to work individually at their own pace and use technology. Use this to your advantage. Prepare the students ahead of time by telling them that they will have the opportunity to complete a web quest. This will get them excited and ready to work hard. On the day of the web quest get the students set up with their technology, pass out the handouts, read the directions, and let the students begin. 
While they work: As the students work, circulate the room. It is important that the students see that you are still interested in their learning even though they enjoy the individual opportunity. If you sit at your desk grading papers and seem uninterested the students will see that their work really isn’t that important and put less effort in. Web quest days are a great opportunity to work and challenge the advanced students as well as work with and help the struggling students. 
Aftermath: Never leave a web quest and move on. It is important that students don’t see their work as busy work. Take time at the beginning of the next class period to go over the students’ results, discuss their findings, and engage the students in a review of the information they learned during the web quest. 
Government Web Quest

Directions: Follow the directions below to search the web and have fun while learning about the different Government types around the world. 
Monarchies

1. Search the web to find three countries that are run by a monarchy government.


a. ____________________

b. ____________________


c. ____________________

2. Go to http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/co/Constitutional_monarchy and complete the activities below. 
· Take a couple minutes to look around the website.
· Read the information on Constitutional Monarchies. 

·  Define a monarchy:

· How is the leader chosen in a monarchy?

· Choose two leaders of a monarchy, past or present, and describe their leadership.

· ___________________:

· ___________________: 

· What is one positive aspect of a monarchy?
·  What is one negative aspect of a monarchy?

Theocracies

3. Search the web to find three countries that are run by a theocracy government.


a. ____________________


b. ____________________


c. ____________________

4. Go to http://www.academickids.com/encyclopedia/index.php/Theocracy and complete the activities below. 

· Take a couple minutes to look around the website.

· Read the information on Theocracies. 

·  Define a theocracy:

· How is the leader chosen in a theocracy?

· Who was the first person to coin the term theocracy? When? 

· What is one positive aspect of a theocracy?

·  What is one negative aspect of a theocracy?

Dictatorships

5. Search the web to find three countries that are run by a dictatorship government.


a. ____________________


b. ____________________


c. ____________________
6. Go to http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/di/Dictatorship and complete the activities below. 
· Take a couple minutes to look around the website.

· Read the information on dictatorships. 

·  Define a dictatorship:

· How is the leader chosen in a dictatorship?

· Choose two leaders of a dictatorship past or present and describe their leadership.

· ___________________:

· ___________________: 

· What is one positive aspect of a dictatorship?

·  What is one negative aspect of a dictatorship?

Democracies

7. Search the web to find three countries that are run by a democracy government.


a. ____________________


b. ____________________


c. ____________________
8. Go to http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/de/Democracy and complete the activities below. 
· Take a couple minutes to look around the website.

· Read the information on democracies. 

· Define a democracy:

· How is the leader chosen in a monarchy?

· What is the name of the doctrine that defines the concept of following your conscience in a representative democracy? 

· What is one positive aspect of a monarchy?

·  What is one negative aspect of a monarchy?

