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Essential Question

	What are geographic relationships and what type of relationships did the Mesopotamian civilization take part in? 
.


OAC Alignment: Strands, Content Statements, Objectives

	Strand: Geography

Content Statement: 2. Early civilizations (India, Egypt, China and Mesopotamia) with unique governments, economic systems, social structures, religions, technologies and agricultural practices and products flourished as a result of favorable geographic characteristics. The cultural practices and products of these early civilizations can be used to help understand the Eastern Hemisphere today. 

Strand: Geography
Content Statement: 6. Variations among physical environments within the Eastern Hemisphere influence human activities. Human activities also alter the physical environment. 

Objectives: 
-Students will learn how relationship is a main part of a certain areas geographic characteristic. 
-Students will learn about the different relationships Mesopotamian civilization took part in.
-Students will learn how to represent Mesopotamian relationships into real life situations. 



Resources

	-Bell Ringer PowerPoint Slide #4

-Bell Ringer Page for each student
-Technology for individual research (computer, net book, laptop, i-Pad, etc.) - 1 device per student
- Computer paper and colorful writing utensils for final illustrations

-Closure discussion prompt questions



Procedures  

	I.  Introduction: Readiness/Motivation for Lesson  ( Engage)                

Bell Ringer: Everyday there will be some kind of bell ringer. The purpose of the Bell Ringer is to immediately engage the students in work without instruction from the teacher. It allows the bell to actually start class like it is supposed to. Bell ringer activities consist of past standardized test review questions, discussion time, activities related to the curriculum, or simply a question that makes students think. For this lesson plan specifically, students will be comparing and contrasting the two themes, location and place which are often confused by students. View the attached PowerPoint presentation, slide #4.
Assessment: (Formal Assessment) Students have papers with five boxes, one for each day of the week. Each day the students will write their answers to the Bell Ringer in the correlating box and these papers will be collected at the end of each week and assessed for participation as well as areas which need more teaching and areas which the students have mastered.
II.  Development: Lesson Focus (Explore, Explain, Extend
Class List: As a class, discuss the different relationships that can occur within geography. 

-For example: area with area, area with the environment, area with humans, area with a higher or lower entity (city and state, state and nation), etc. 
Relationship skits: Split the students into groups. Assign and instruct the students to research ONE of the relationships discussed above based on Mesopotamia’s relationships. Once the students feel comfortable with their topic they will create a skit that represents their researched relationship.
Present the skits.

Illustration: (For Final Portfolio Project) After presentations, give each student a piece of computer paper. Have the students fold the paper so that there are four equal sections. Instruct students to write a description of each of the relationships in the different boxes and add an illustration to show how they interpret the relationship after seeing the skits. *It is important to remind students that they are not being graded on their artistic abilities.
Assessment:
Informal Assessments

Formal Assessments

-During the class list, students should be participating by suggesting different relationships that they can thing of. When not participating that should be listening respectfully.

-During the relationship skits, students should work cooperatively with the rest of their group to create an accurate representation of a relationship that includes Mesopotamia. 
-The Illustration will be collected as part of the final portfolio project. When collected, assess the illustrations for understanding of the geographic characteristic of relationships, accuracy in Mesopotamian relationships, understanding of relationships in real life, writing mechanics, and creativity. 
III.  Closure to Lesson                                                            

Clean and Discuss: Students should be working until the very end of class. With five minutes left, instruct students to begin cleaning up their work areas silently while you ask the following questions:

-Describe a geographic relationship found in Mesopotamian civilization? 

-How are geographic relationships like human relationships?

Assessment: (Informal Assessment) During the discussion students should be participating by answering the questions with responses that show an understanding for the different types of relationships and accurate descriptions of Mesopotamian relationships. Students should also be respectful of others and listening while cleaning up.
IV. Homework: Students are allowed to take their illustrations home to work on. They will be given one day at the end of the unit to finish the portfolio but they may want to consider finishing their illustrations at home if they have a lot to finish.
V.  Differentiation: This unit is centered on project based activities. Therefore, a majority of the time, students will be working either individually or in a small group so they have the opportunity to move at their own pace. This allows struggling students to slow the material down, advanced students to be challenged, and the teacher to have the opportunity to walk around and monitor for students who need any assistance.
 


