Station 1

Grade: 6

Theme: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere

Topic: Human Systems

Geography Stand: 8. Modern cultural practices and products show the influence of tradition and diffusion, including the impact of major world religions (Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam and Judaism).
Buddhism – 
· Four Noble Truths

· Life is suffering

· Suffering is caused by craving and aversion

· Suffering can be overcome and happiness can be attained

· Noble 8-fold Path leads to the end of suffering

· Noble 8-fold path

· Being moral, focusing on the mind, and developing wisdom through the 4 noble truths and developing compassion for others.

· Karma

· Every action we take has an effect

· Reincarnation

· Endless cycle of life, death and rebirth

· Where next life will be is determined by karma

1. Nagaraja, D. (2013). The Buddha's Apprentice at Bedtime Tales of Compassion and Kindness for You to Read with Your Child - to Delight and Inspire.. Oxford: Osprey Publishing Ltd.

2. Basics of Buddhism. (n.d.). PBS. Retrieved July 26, 2014, from http://www.pbs.org/edens/thailand/buddhism.htm
3. Religion: Buddhism. (n.d.). BBC News. Retrieved July 26, 2014, from http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/
Hinduism – 
· Revealed in Mecca over 1400 years ago

· Muslims believe in one god, Allah

· God sent prophets, like Jesus, Moses, Abraham and Muhammad (thought to be the final prophet), to teach mankind how to live according to His law

· Laws based on the Qur'an, and the Sunnah

· The Sunnah is the practical example of Prophet Muhammad. It contains the five basic Pillars of Islam, which are the declaration of faith, praying five times a day, giving money to charity, fasting and a pilgrimage to Mecca (at least once).

1. Religion: Hinduism. (n.d.). BBC News. Retrieved July 26, 2014, from http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/
2. Welcome to the Heart of Hinduism. (n.d.). Welcome to the Heart of Hinduism. Retrieved July 26, 2014, from http://hinduism.iskcon.org/
3. Information on Hinduism for Kids. (n.d.). Information on Hinduism for Kids. Retrieved July 26, 2014, from http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/homework/religion/hinduism.htm
Islam – 
· Revealed in Mecca over 1400 years ago

· Muslims believe in one god, Allah

· God sent prophets, like Jesus, Moses, Abraham and Muhammad (thought to be the final prophet), to teach mankind how to live according to His law

· Laws based on the Qur'an, and the Sunnah

· The Sunnah is the practical example of Prophet Muhammad. It contains the five basic Pillars of Islam, which are the declaration of faith, praying five times a day, giving money to charity, fasting and a pilgrimage to Mecca (at least once).

1. Religion: Islam. (n.d.). BBC News. Retrieved July 26, 2014, from http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/
2. Islam (Muslim) for Kids. (n.d.). Islam (Muslim) for Kids. Retrieved July 26, 2014, from http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/homework/religion/Islam.htm
3. Islam: Empire of Faith. (n.d.). PBS. Retrieved July 26, 2014, from http://www.pbs.org/empires/islam/
Christianity – 
· Christians believe that Jesus was the Messiah promised in the Old Testament

· Jesus Christ is the Son of God and was sent to earth to save humanity from the consequences of its sins.

· Most important concepts in Christianity are that of Jesus giving his life on the Cross (the Crucifixion) and rising from the dead on the third day (the Resurrection).

· One god, but three elements to this one God:

· God the Father

· God the Son

· The Holy Spirit

· Worship in churches with priests or ministers using the bible which contains the old and new testaments.

· Holy holidays such as Easter and Christmas are marked on the Western secular calendar

1. Religion: Christianity. (n.d.). BBC News. Retrieved July 26, 2014, from http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
2. Information on Christianity by Mandy Barrow. (n.d.). Christianity for Kids. Retrieved July 26, 2014, from http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/homework/religion/christian.htm
3. Religion Library: Christianity. (n.d.). Christianity Origins, Christianity History, Christianity Beliefs. Retrieved July 26, 2014, from http://www.patheos.com/Library/Christianity.html
Judaism – 
· Originated in the Middle East over 3500 years ago

· Founded by Moses, although dated back to Abraham

· Keep God’s laws and try to bring holiness into their lives in exchange for what God has done for the Jewish people.

· Worship in Synagogues with Rabbis and using the Torah

· 6 million were murdered in the holocaust in an attempt to wipe out the religion

1. Religion: Judaism. (n.d.). BBC News. Retrieved July 26, 2014, from http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/
2. Judaism for Children. (n.d.). Judaism for Children. Retrieved July 26, 2014, from http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/homework/religion/jewish.htm
3. The Rise of Judaism. (n.d.). PBS. Retrieved July 26, 2014, from http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/ancient/rise-judaism.html
Station 2

1. Develop skills in leading students in discussion regarding their religious beliefs and practices, as well as the beliefs and practices of others.
a. Students can feel that their own personal experiences give them special knowledge and authority.
b. Talking about religion can touch the depth of someone’s identity, causing some discussions to feel like an attack
i. move away from making generalizations toward more qualified statements
2. Be aware of example of best practices in teaching about religion.

a. The distinction between the study of religion and religious devotional expression is rarely understood by those who have never been exposed to religious studies.
b. Using this approach, teachers help students gain an appreciation of the way that religion infuses all aspects of culture by seeing how religious allusion and metaphor can become a common language that is shared by a people.
i. Use a KWL chart to find out what students already know, want to know and have learned about each religion
3. Develop the ability to present multiple religious perspectives in a fair or neutral way.

a. Not everyone in the class is expected to agree
b. the goal is developing awareness and understanding
i. Present just the facts, if questions come up, don’t allow others to spew information rather agree to look for the information together.
Station 3

Which approach do you think you will follow? Why?
I think that I would follow a literary approach to teaching religion.  I feel this way because, as in intervention specialist, most of my students struggle because they are having trouble reading in class. I would use this approach in order to help them become better readers while learning more about religion than what their regular education teacher has talked to them about.
What do you understand about by the competencies in Station 3?
The competencies in Station 3 tell me that there is a clear difference between secular academic, teaching the facts about, and devotional approaches, leading through practice, of different religions. It is important to set the environment as a safe, feel good atmosphere where students feel comfortable and respected.  As a teacher, I must be able to address disagreements and conflicts that arise due to these discussions, especially when the class religion is diverse, in a way that makes the child understand, but still feel comfortable to speak in the future.
How will you implement your approach/understanding of competencies into practice?
I will do this by creating and specifying clear policies and rules of conduct, have the students keep a response journal where they can make corrections to things they have heard that they may feel were wrong or ask questions (that can be filtered by me before hand), and know, ahead of time, which religions are practiced by each student in the class so I can be prepared for conflict.
Station 4

What impact did these guidelines have on your professional development and pedagogy?
These guidelines completely changed my way of thinking.  They helped me realize that I was not wrong, no matter what comments may be made, for teaching about a religion or its traditions and characteristics, as long as I was not imposing it on anyone or making students practice it.  I feel like it is important for students to know about different religions so that they can have an understanding of why the world is the way it is today. I strongly believe that by studying different religions we also teaching students to be accepting of others whose religion may be different than their own.  I can see myself using all of the approaches suggested for teaching religion, but think the best fit for me and my students would be the literary approach.  I would use adolescent literature to provide novels, stories and poetry that could be read individually, in small groups, or as a class to teach about the different religions.  I see now how teaching religion can get murky using this method, if a teacher is not well informed and relies on his/her own religious practices to fill in the gaps.  While it can be confusing for someone with a strong religious background, it is important to remember that the information provided needs to be accurate and unbiased. We want our students to be inquisitive and ask questions, but we need to remember we should not be leading them in one way or another, just giving them the knowledge they need and long for.

How will you take all of the information you have gained from AAR and your research and make it comprehensible to your 6th graders? 
Before teaching about religion, I would spend a lot of time using the resources I've found, along with any other helpful resources I come across, to make sure I fully understand the important points of each religion we are covering.  I will use adolescent literature to provide stories that talk about those important points, but allow students to discuss and question what those points are and why.  I would be careful not to answer questions I did not know the answers to, but to be honest and suggest we find out together.  Here is an example of a way I might teach about how Buddhists believe that a good or bad situation didn't happen by chance but due to decision making instead.  I would provide the students in small groups with the following comic story about a monkey and a crocodile: http://www.buddhanet.net/monkey1.htm . After reading it together, I would ask them sequence the story's main points and have them reflect on what happened and why.  Each group would then share, hopefully the same ideas, seeing that the monkey lived because he chose to trick the crocodile (who had tried to trick the monkey first) into taking him back to his tree (which the crocodile could not climb) by telling him he'd give him his heart.

