Physical examination of hoof:
1. Check the distal portion of the limb for symmetry, the appearance of cracks/ lacerations, discharge and swellings.

2. To facilitate examination of a completely flat claw, the surface of the sole should be washed and examined carefully for black marks, by exploring it with a hoof knife. If the sole is heavily caked with mud and manure (eg, animals at pasture or confined in corrals or straw yards), it is quicker and easier to cut off a layer of superficial horn together with the caked material to expose fresh horn beneath. 
2. Particular attention should be paid to the abaxial white line area. Removal of large amounts of sole horn is contraindicated in the diagnostic phase of an examination.
3. Hoof testers. These are essential and are used to locate the painful area. Occasionally, fine hoof cracks are very difficult to see, but are located by using hoof testers to place pressure on the claw. Under pressure, a small bead of pus, muddy water or air can escape from the crack, aiding detection. Applying equal pressure to both claws will allow the operator to decide which claw is painful, and where to concentrate their examination.
4. The interdigital space should be evaluated by separating the claws and examining carefully for evidence of a foreign body, fibroma, footrot, interdigital dermatitis, or digital dermatitis.
