FLUCYTOSINE is a synthetic antifungal drug with activity attributed to disruption of protein synthesis by inhibition of DNA and RNA synthesis. The drug is synergistic with amphotericin B and is used almost exclusively as an adjunct to amphotericin B in the treatment of cryptococcosis in cats. Flucytosine has good oral bioavailability. It is widely distributed and crosses the blood-brain barrier. The most common side effects are diarrhea, anorexia, and vomiting. Dose-dependent bone marrow suppression manifesting as neutropenia, thrombocytopenia, or pancytopenia is a less common but more significant toxicity. Cutaneous or mucocutaneous drug eruptions consisting of depigmentation followed by ulceration, exudation, and crust formation (occurring most frequently on the scrotum and nasal planum) have been described in a series of dogs. The dose of flucytosine used in cats is 125 to 250 mg orally divided two to four times a day.
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