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Each method of castration has benefits and drawbacks that should be considered when selecting a method.
[image: http://www.spca.bc.ca/assets/images/Welfare/Farm-Welfare/Farm-General/scalpel.jpg]A veterinarian should also be involved in selecting a method as s/he will be an excellent source of advice on how to incorporate these procedures into everyday management of the farm.
Surgical (blade) castration
· Shortest healing time of any method
· Acutely painful without pain control
· Short-term risk of infection after procedure
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Rubber ring / rubber band castration
· Less painful during the procedure than surgical castration
· Longer healing time with a possibility of severe swelling, infection, and chronic pain
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Clamp (burdizzo) castration
· Less painful during the procedure than surgical castration
· Longer healing time than rubber band/ring methods
· Successful castration not always achieved
	
	
	



Welfare Significance
1. Physical castration causes pain and side effects.
2. Young calves recover quicker and have fewer complications than older calves.
3. Acute pain caused by Burdizzo methods is less than that caused by surgical, rubber-ring or latex-band castration.
4. There is no evidence to show young calves experience less pain than older calves.
5. Local anaesthesia eliminates acute pain caused by rubber-ring or latex-band castration.
6. Local anaesthesia combined with a systemic analgesic, such as the non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drug ketoprofen, eliminates pain caused by Burdizzo or surgical castration.
7. Ketoprofen alone may not eliminate pain-induced behaviour seen during the castration process.
8. Castration of older males without anaesthesia is deemed inhumane and unethical.
9. Use of pain relief is an additional cost for producers. Pain relief may be limited by the availability of drugs for farmers to use and the scarcity of veterinarians in farm animal practice.
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