Post- Operation Considerations:
Before leaving the property, a number of checks need to be made:
i. Ensure recumbent calves are on their sternums. This reduces the chance of development of rumenal or gastric bloat and aspiration pneumonia.
ii. Check all cautery wounds for bleeding. Any bleeding wounds must be re-cauterized to stop bleeding completely.
iii. The owner/manager needs to be made aware that the recumbent calves must not lie on their sides and at all times must maintain sternal recumbency. Recovery from sedation should take approximately one hour after injection with xylazine. Milk should not be fed within three hours of recovery.
iv. Consideration needs to be given to calves that are recumbent without shade in direct sunlight. Ensure that hyperthermia does not occur.
v. Veterinarians may consider the use of a xylazine antagonist (i.e. Tolazine) in the situation where the level of sedation is excessive or life threatening.
Aftercare
Dehorning and disbudding are surgical procedures. Calves require observation and aftercare following the surgery. These involve:
· Observe closely for bleeding for 30-60 minutes after dehorning.
· When bleeding is present, cauterize with a hot iron to stop the bleeding.
· Wounds usually heal well with no treatment.
· A fly repellant and a wound dressing are often recommended.
· For 10-14 days after dehorning, look for signs of infection and treat as needed.
· Get professional help for calves showing severe pain or infection
· [bookmark: _GoBack]If caustic chemicals where used to dehorn then the animal should be kept in a clean dry place. The chemical may get into the eye and cause further problems if the animal gets wet
