Principles of Laparotomy
Laparotomy is commonly performed for:
(1)  exploratory purposes when clinical diagnosis is still uncertain or 
(2) for a specific purpose when a clinical diagnosis has already been made.

(A) Flank Laparotomy through the left paralumbar fossa
· Exploratory laparotomy if problem suspected on left side
· Procedures: 
· (i) left-sided abomasopexy
· (ii) rumenotomy
· (iii) caesarean section

(B) Flank Laparotomy through the right paralumbar fossa
· Exploratory laparotomy if problem suspected on right side
· Procedures:
· (i) right-sided omentopexy / abomasopexy
· (ii) small intestines
· (iii) caecum
· (iv) colon
· (v) C-section (ruminal distension OR right sided positioning of the fetus)

(C) Ventral paramedian Laparotomy
· Ventral abomasopexy
· [bookmark: _GoBack]C-section

(D)  Ventro-lateral oblique incision
