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 College of Arts and Science

Department of Chemistry
Memorandum

TO: General Education Task Force  
From:  Scott Van Bramer  
Date:  February 17, 2012 
Re: Report from Larry Buck to the General Education Task Force – Summary  


Since several members of the General Education Task Force were unable to attend the committee meeting, I am sending out a summary of Dr. Buck’s comments.  My intention is to make sure that as we move forward on the assessment of general education, our work is informed by the work that was done in the past.

· In 1976 Widener moved from a Unit system to a Credit system.  Previously students had taken four 1 unit courses each semester. Under the unit system students took six courses for general education.  Each unit corresponded to a 4 credit course, so this was only equivalent to 24 credits.

· In 1982 Widener received University standing.  As a result, there were questions asked about “what is a university”.  One comment at the time was that Widener was a collection of professional schools with a shared parking lot.

· At that time many majors in Arts and Science were weak.  There was a strong focus on service courses and some courses taught by faculty outside the discipline.  Starting in the mid 1980’s there was an effort to strengthen the majors in Arts and Science.

· The current distribution system was developed in 1987 as a response to several internal and external criticisms including:

· The general education requirements were too easy or too light

· The general education requirements were unfocused

· The system was too federalized with general education content taught outside the disciplines.

· Criticism in the 1985 middle states review that the general education system was weak.

· In 1981-82 Widener participated in “Project Lodestar”.  This was a national competition by Association of American Colleges – a predecessor to AAC&U -  that provided funding for consultants to study and make recommendations for general education.  The outcome of this project and the subsequent self-study appeared in the 1987 University Bulletin.
· As a result of the recommendations made by this review process, the current system was put in place to shift Widener from requirements that were perceived to be weak and lacking focus to requirements that were more rigorous and more focused.
· A structured distribution system was adopted because a core requirement system would not work for the professional schools.

· It was agreed that the professional schools to integrate the structured distribution system as much as their curricula would allow.

· The system was designed to provide as much coherence as possible at the time.

· The system avoided federalizing of teaching – courses would be taught by faculty in the discipline

· Prior to 1989, Engineering modules could count toward the science/technology requirement.  This option was removed in reaction to criticism and because engineering could not support these service courses.

· The 1987 undergraduate catalog includes details about the philosophy for the structured distribution requirements.  This language was later removed by University Relations to save space.  A copy of this language was distributed – attached below.
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The College of Arts and Sciences consists of the divisions of Humanities,
Social Science, and Science, and the Center for Education. Those subjects
referred to as the “liberal arts” are to be found in humanities and social
science. Courses in these areas provide opportunities for students who wish to
obtain a broad undergraduate preparation for leadership roles in our society, for
the development of creative talents which can address themselves to the value
conflicts of contemporary society, and for intellectual development which can
add to the richness of life.

GENERAL EDUCATION

The College of Arts and Sciences recognizes a conceptual distinction between
distribution requirements and general education requirements. Distribution
requirements compel students to take a specific number of credits in each of the
areas of humanities, science, and social science. General education require-
ments typically involve more direction. The assumption is that there are certain
identifiable skills and/or knowledge areas which should be part of &
baccalaureate program. Therefore, University distribution requirements, spec-
ifying that students complete 12 credits in each of the three areas, have been
incorporated into the general education program developed by the College.

SKILLS Competence in writing, mathematics, and critical thinking are.
identified as goals of general education.

WRITING  As part of the development of 2 minimum level of writing
competence students are expected to be able to express themselves accurately
and effectively. The Writing Center is available for students needing assistance.

MATHEMATICS Mathematical competence is expected of all students. The
Math Center is available for students needing assistance.

CRITICAL THINKING Students are expected to develop basic critical
thinking skills, including: (1) the ability to evaluate arguments critically, that
is, to be able to say whether an argument is valid or invalid and to explain why;
(2) the ability to think logically and to produce valid arguments; and, (3) the
ability to draw entailed conclusions from premises.
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aesthetics, historical consciousness, science, societal/cultural perspective, and
values.
AESTHETICS The general education objectives of the study of aesthetics are:

¢ To encourage and develop students’ appreciation of the artistic and
literary achievements of individuals in our society and others.

e To enable students to analyze and critique the aesthetic judgments of
themselves and others.

» To encourage an appteciation of the arts/literature and to cultivate
students’ abilities to experience their environment from an aesthetic
perspective.

HISTORICAL CONSCIOUSNESS The general education objectives of pro-
moting historical consciousness are:
¢ To enable students to understand the methods of historical inquiry.
o To enable students to understand the historical, social, and philosoph-
ical contexts of important human achievements.

® To develop students’ appreciation of the contributions of our forebearers,
be they figures in politics, economic enterprise, the arts, philosophy,
social movements, or the natural and social sciences.

e To enable students to understand the conflicts faced by our predecessors
and their attempts at resolution.

s To encourage students’ appreciation of the fact that what exists today in
society is an outgrowth of what has occurred in the past.

SCIENCE The general education objectives of the study of science are:

» To develop students’ understanding of the scientific method.

e To develop students’ appreciation of the role of science in individuals’
lives in modern society.

e To give students an awareness of the accomplishments of the scientific
cominunity.

SOCIETAL/CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE The general education objectives of
a societal/cultural perspective are:

e To develop students’ understanding of the empirical (i.e., social science)
approaches to human behavior.

» To develop students’ understanding of human behavior and how it is
influenced by the societies/cultures of which we are part.

» To develop students’ understanding of the significance and variety of
human groups and institutions (e.g., family, government, religion,
economic institutions).

s To enable students to recognize and confront the social issues facing our
society and others to appreciate the accomplishments of human
societies.

s To develop students’ understanding of cultures/societies other than their
own.
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VALUES The general education objectives of the study of values are:

® To develop students’ understanding of the ethical dimension of human
existence.

* To encourage students’ appreciation that life for an individual as well as
for a society involves ethical choices.

* To encourage students’ understanding of how our society and its
institutions define and influence our values and ethical choices.

* To encourage and enable students to recognize and confront the social
and ethical problems facing their generation.

¢ To encourage students’ appreciation of the values of a democratic and
pluralistic society.

In order to achieve the goals of general education listed above, the following
general education requirements have been established for the College of Arts
and Sciences.

SKILLS
1. Writing Skills—ENGL 101 and completion of the Arts and Sciences
Values Seminar.
2. Mathematics Skills—Proficiency test administered by the Science
* Division in mathematics or completion of three credits.

3. Computer Skills-—Computer requirement appropriate to the major.
4. Critical Thinking—Satisfied by designated courses.

SCIENCE (12 credits)
1. One semester of a science course with an associated laboratory and
additional courses in science,

HUMANITIES (12 credits)
At least one course in humanities must be at an advanced level (300 level),
except for students taking two semesters of modern language.
1. History (3 credits)
History course or other designated courses.
2. Aesthetics (3 credits)
Any course in literature, art history, music and selected philosophy
courses.
3. Two additional courses in humanities

SOCIAL SCIENCE (/2 credits)
1. Societal/cultural perspective (6 credits)
a. Two introductory social science courses in different fields.
2. Two additicnal courses in social science, one of which must be at an
advanced level (200 level and above). (6 credits)

ARTS AND SCIENCES VALUES SEMINAR (3 credits)
1. An upper level interdisciplinary course that involves a discussion of
values as affecting individual and sacietal decision-making.
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