Guidelines and Criteria for non-divisional courses to count as A&S General Education distribution requirements
Any non-divisional course proposed to count as a General Education distribution requirement in the College of Arts and Sciences ought to be grounded in theory, inquiry, judgment, and the evaluation of ideas. Such a proposal should demonstrate that the course encourages reasoning, analysis, and critical thinking; it should include reading and writing assignments that pertain to the disciplines traditionally involved in general education. A course that primarily involves advocacy, applied work, professional training, or praxis will not count towards an A&S General Education distribution requirement. Overall, the proposal should explain how the proposed course contributes to the goals and objectives of General Education at Widener University.
Those proposing such a course should compile a proposal portfolio that includes the following:
1) 
A statement explaining how the course meets the above guidelines. 
2) 
An indication of which part of the distribution requirement the course may fulfill—Humanities, Science, or Social Science—and an additional statement of how the course relates to and compares with other courses and disciplines that already fulfill the distribution requirement and how the proposed course might supply a lack in that divisional area.
3)
A consideration of how the proposed course might affect existing courses that fulfill the distribution requirement.

4) 
A syllabus for the course, including course objectives, grading criteria, required texts, readings, and assignments.
5) 
A lesson plan that demonstrates how the above guidelines will be implemented.
6) 
Sample assignments.
7) 
Evidence potential instructors have appropriate credentials.
Procedures 

For those proposing the course:
Submit the proposal portfolio to the A&S C&P committee either through the dean of the College of A&S or the chair of the committee.


For the A&S C&P committee:
Decide which divisional committee ought to render judgment concerning the course and then forward the proposal to that committee. Report the results of the divisional committee’s deliberations to those proposing the course.


For the divisional committee:
Using the appropriate divisional standards and considering traditional divisional practices, decide whether the course fulfills the general education requirements of the division and then report back to the A&S C&P committee.
All non-divisional courses approved to count as a General Education distribution requirement in the College of Arts and Sciences will be reviewed by the A&S C&P committee every five years to ensure that each course continues to meet the standards above.
Humanities

A Humanities course locates an understanding of the human experience within historical, literary, stylistic, and aesthetic content, using appropriate methodology as found in the study of art history, creative writing, English, history, modern language, musicology, philosophy, and studio art/performance.  Such a course is taught using a humanistic perspective which is founded upon the expectation that humans ought to ask questions about the world in which they live and have the experience through education to seek the answers.

Science

The disciplines of the Science Division at Widener University consist of the natural sciences (biochemistry, biology, chemistry, environmental science, and physics and astronomy), as well as the formal sciences (computer science and mathematics).  In science courses students gain the intellectual background to understand the modern scientific view of the world as well as, the methods and the history of knowledge acquisition, the authors of scientific endeavor, and the process of knowledge construction.  Science is driven by a curiosity to understand the fundamental ideas that explain the natural world.  A course that primarily involves advocacy, applied work, professional training, or praxis is not a science distribution course. 

Courses in the natural sciences explain how the natural world works using theories and models that can be tested using experiments and observations.  Theories form the basis for new analyses, explorations and applications only so long as they continue to be bolstered by concrete evidence, proof and/or utility. In laboratory courses students conduct experiments to obtain data and observations that they use to test scientific hypotheses and models.  In formal science courses, students learn to employ logical reasoning and problem-solving methodologies to construct algorithms and proofs.    Computer science theories deal with algorithms and formal data structures whose properties are either postulated or derived by strict logic.  Mathematical theories are obtained by rigorous logical deduction (proof) from suitably chosen axiomatic systems and definitions. In all science disciplines, students learn to analyze evidence, algorithms, or proofs either quantitatively, qualitatively or abstractly. 
Social Science 

The Social Sciences constitute a series of theoretical perspectives and research methods, as well as a body of collected data on aspects of human behavior, human society, and human culture.  Their goal is to explain those phenomena, whether the motivations and perceptual capabilities of individuals, the dynamics of groups, the means of sharing information, the institutions for managing political, economic, and justice issues, the distinctive nature of cultures, and the evolution of all of the above.  A Social Science course will be taught by an instructor who is deemed to be appropriately credentialed and will cover the topics enumerated above using the perspectives, theories, methods, and literature of the associated fields of Anthropology, Criminal Justice, Communication Studies, Government and Politics, Psychology, or Sociology

