Geocaching at the Mall
Social Studies Standards
Geography: Spatial Thinking and Skills

4. Latitude and longitude can be used to identify absolute location.

Economics: Markets

15. The interaction of supply and demand, influenced by competition, helps to determine price in a market. This interaction also determines the quantities of outputs produced and the quantities of inputs (human resources, natural resources and capital) used.

Economics: Financial Literacy

16. When selecting items to buy, individuals can compare the price and quality of available goods and services. 

Objectives
Students will understand and be able to explain how supply and demand affect price in various stores in a mall. 

Students will make choices about items to buy, explain their reasoning and compare their reasoning to others’. 

Students will use a GPS device and/or map to find the exact locations of stores in a mall. 

Students will communicate effectively to gain information from employees and customers at various stores in a mall. 

Notes

This activity can be adapted to a mall or shopping area near your school. GPS does not work well indoors, so if you are using an indoor mall, students could practice map skills by locating the stores on a map of the mall. If you are able to visit an outdoor mall or shopping area, students can use GPS to locate the stores. 

Some stores do not allow photos to be taken in the store, so students will record relevant information on a sheet instead of taking photos or videos. Videos could be recorded outside, in common areas. 

Start students at different points in the geocache so that groups are not all in the same location at the same time. For instance, one group can start in clothing stores; one group can start in the food court, etc. All groups will rotate through all areas eventually. 

Remind students to be respectful at each location they enter. Remind them about appropriate interview skills they have been practicing. (Introduce yourself, explain the project, ask if you may ask them some questions, thank them, etc.)

After the geocaching day, students should debrief with their small group and/or the whole class. They can then choose to present the information they’ve learned in a variety of ways. For instance, they could:

· Role-play several interactions between employees at a store and customers talking about prices, supply and demand and choices. 

· Create a PowerPoint presentation about supply and demand and economic choices, including text from some of the interviews they conducted at the mall 

· Create a brochure for a fictional store, advertising why shoppers should choose to buy their products, and explaining how supply and demand affect their prices.
· Come up with another creative project idea on their own, to be approved by the teacher.  

Group Roles

Navigator: Use coordinates and a GPS device (or a map of the mall if indoors) to locate the next location. 

Cartographer: Mark the number of the clue and name of the store on the correct spot on the map. Record the number of steps displayed on the pedometer. 
Journalist: Conduct interviews with employees and/or customers. 

Recorder: Write responses from interviews. Write answers to questions/results of activities completed at the store. 

**Roles will rotate at each new stop. 

Adult Chaperone: Assist students as needed. Ensure that students are rotating jobs, completing their tasks and staying focused. Communicate with teacher via cell phone if questions/concerns arise. Hold master list of stops in case of confusion. Help students with selecting people to interview if needed. 
Location 1: High-End Clothing Store (Abercrombie and Fitch, Aeropostale, etc.)

Navigator: Lead your group to ___ degrees North latitude, ___ degrees West longitude. 

Cartographer: Place the number 1 on the map at this location, and write the name of the store. Record the number of steps displayed on the pedometer. 
Journalist: Find 2 customers and ask the following questions:

1. How do you decide which clothes to buy?

2. What do you like about this store?

Recorder: Write the customers’ answers to these questions. 

Group: Look at the prices in the jeans section. Write the price of 3 different brands of jeans, and compute the average cost. Record it on your sheet. 

**Switch roles. 
Location 2: Less Expensive Clothing Store (Old Navy, Forever 21, etc.)
Navigator: Lead your group to ___ degrees North latitude, ___ degrees West longitude. 

Cartographer: Place the number 2 on the map at this location, and write the name of the store. Record the number of steps displayed on the pedometer. 
Journalist: Find 2 customers and ask the following questions:

1. How do you decide which clothes to buy?

2. What do you like about this store?

Recorder: Write the customers’ answers to these questions. 

Group: Look at the prices in the jeans section. Write the price of 3 different brands of jeans, and compute the average cost. Record it on your sheet. 

Would you rather shop at this store or the first one? Why? Which store has better prices? Which one has better quality?

**Switch roles. 

Location 3: Candy Store (IT’SUGAR, Fuzziwig’s, etc)
Navigator: Lead your group to ___ degrees North latitude, ___ degrees West longitude. 

Cartographer: Place the number 3 on the map at this location, and write the name of the store. Record the number of steps displayed on the pedometer. 
Journalist: Find an employee and ask the following questions:

1. What are some of your biggest selling items? Why do you think that is?

2. How often do you get new inventory?

Recorder: Write the employee’s answers to these questions. 

Group: You each have $5 to spend on candy. Look around the store and decide what to purchase. You only have 5 minutes to complete this activity. Make your purchase, and record why you chose the candy you did. 
**Switch roles. 
Location 4: Phone Store (AT&T, Sprint, etc.)
Navigator: Lead your group to ___ degrees North latitude, ___ degrees West longitude. 

Cartographer: Place the number 4 on the map at this location, and write the name of the store. Record the number of steps displayed on the pedometer. 
Journalist: Find an employee and ask the following questions:

1. How much does a basic phone cost? What features does this phone have?
2. How much does an average smart phone cost? What features does this phone have?
3. What is the most popular phone that you sell? Why do you think that is?

Recorder: Write the employee’s answers to these questions. 

**Switch roles. 
Location 5: Food Court Restaurant 1
Navigator: Lead your group to ___ degrees North latitude, ___ degrees West longitude. 

Cartographer: Place the number 5 on the map at this location, and write the name of the store. Record the number of steps displayed on the pedometer. 
Journalist: Look at the menu and answer the following questions:

1. What types of food are sold here?

2. What is one deal the restaurant has to try to get you to buy more food? (Add a drink for $1; buy one, get one, etc.)

Recorder: Write the journalist’s answers to these questions. 

**Switch roles. 
Location 6: Food Court Restaurant 2

Navigator: Lead your group to ___ degrees North latitude, ___ degrees West longitude. 

Cartographer: Place the number 6 on the map at this location, and write the name of the store. Record the number of steps displayed on the pedometer. 
Journalist: Look at the menu and answer the following questions:

1. What types of food are sold here?

2. What is one deal the restaurant has to try to get you to buy more food? (Add a drink for $1; buy one, get one, etc.)

Recorder: Write the journalist’s answers to these questions. 

Group: Discuss whether you would choose to eat at this restaurant or the first one. (Different group members might have different opinions.) Why did you choose the one you did? (Better value, taste of the food, something else?) Record your thoughts. 

**Switch roles. 
Location 7: Sit-Down Restaurant (Applebee’s TGI Friday’s, etc.)
Navigator: Lead your group to ___ degrees North latitude, ___ degrees West longitude. 

Cartographer: Place the number 7 on the map at this location, and write the name of the store. Record the number of steps displayed on the pedometer. 

Journalist: Find an employee and ask the following questions:

1. On what days and times is your restaurant the busiest? How many employees do you usually have working then?

2. On what days and times is your restaurant the least busy? How many employees do you usually have working then?

3. Do you have any special deals on certain days to help attract customers? What are they?

Recorder: Write the employee’s answers to these questions. 

**Switch roles. 
Location 8: Specialty Store (Yankee Candle, Bath and Body Works, etc.)

Navigator: Lead your group to ___ degrees North latitude, ___ degrees West longitude. 

Cartographer: Place the number 8 on the map at this location, and write the name of the store. Record the number of steps displayed on the pedometer. 

Journalist: Find an employee and ask the following questions:

1. How often does your store get new inventory? Are there certain times of the year when you need to order more?

2. How often do you come out with new scents?

3. What do you do when you have a lot of extra supply?

Recorder: Write the employee’s answers to these questions. 

Group: Look around the store. What is the cheapest item you can find? What is the most expensive item you can find? Record the items and their prices. 
**Switch roles. 
Location 9: Music Store (F.Y.E., etc.)
Navigator: Lead your group to ___ degrees North latitude, ___ degrees West longitude. 

Cartographer: Place the number 9 on the map at this location, and write the name of the store. Record the number of steps displayed on the pedometer. 

Journalist: Find an employee and ask the following questions:

1. Which types of CDs are most popular? Which are least popular?

2. How does that affect prices for those CDs?

Find a customer and ask the following question:

1. How do you decide what music to buy?

Recorder: Write the employee’s and customer’s answers to these questions. 

Group: Look around the store, and notice how they advertise new music or special deals. Record your observations. 
**Switch roles. 
Location 10: Toy Store (Toys ‘R Us, Disney Store, etc.)
Navigator: Lead your group to ___ degrees North latitude, ___ degrees West longitude. 

Cartographer: Place the number 10 on the map at this location, and write the name of the store. Record the number of steps displayed on the pedometer. 

Journalist: Find an employee and ask the following questions:

1. How many people are usually working in your store at one time? What roles and responsibilities do they have?
2. What do you do if an item is not selling very well and you have a lot of it left over?
Recorder: Write the employee’s answers to these questions. 

Group: Imagine you have a $20 gift card to spend. Take 5 minutes to look around the store. What would you buy, and why? Record your answers. 

**Switch roles. 
Location 11: Card/Gift Shop (Hallmark, Go Calendars and Games, etc.)

Navigator: Lead your group to ___ degrees North latitude, ___ degrees West longitude. 

Cartographer: Place the number 11 on the map at this location, and write the name of the store. Record the number of steps displayed on the pedometer. 

Journalist: Find an employee and ask the following questions:

1. How long have you worked here? What do you enjoy about it?

2. Why should people choose to shop here? What makes your store better than or different from other stores like it?

Recorder: Write the employee’s answers to these questions. 

**Switch roles. 
Location 12: Sports Store (Dick’s Sporting Goods, Champs, etc.)

Navigator: Lead your group to ___ degrees North latitude, ___ degrees West longitude. 

Cartographer: Place the number 12 on the map at this location, and write the name of the store. Record the number of steps displayed on the pedometer. 

Journalist: Find a customer and ask the following questions:

1. What item(s) are you shopping for today?

2. Would you rather buy an item that is more expensive, but higher quality, or less expensive but lower quality?

3. Would your answer change for different products? (shoes, sporting equipment, etc.)
Recorder: Write the customer’s answers to these questions. 

**Switch roles. 
Once you are done with the geocache, make sure all questions are filled out on your answer sheet, and meet back at the designated meeting point. 
Group Roles:

Navigator: 

Use coordinates and a GPS device or a map of the mall to locate the next location

Cartographer:

Mark the number of the clue and name of the store on the correct spot on the map. Record the number of steps displayed on the pedometer

Journalist:
Conduct the interviews with employees and/or customers

Recorder:

Write responses from the interviews. Write answers to questions/results of activities completed at the store

Remember:

Change roles after each location!

Look for the clue envelope after you have answered all questions at a location to find your next stop!

Use your interview skills you have learned and practiced during class!

Location 1: High-End Clothing Store

*Go to ___ North latitude, ___ West longitude

*Number of Steps: ____

Find 2 customers and ask them the following questions:

1. How do you decide which clothes to buy? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What do you like about this store?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Prices

	Brand of Jeans
	
	
	

	Price
	
	
	


Location 2: Less Expensive Clothing Store:

*Go to ___ North latitude, ___ West longitude

*Number of Steps: ____

Find 2 customers and ask the following questions:

1. How do you decide which clothes to buy? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What do you like about this store?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Prices

	Brand of Jeans
	
	
	

	Price
	
	
	


Which store would you rather shop at? Why? Which store had better prices? Which one has better quality?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Location 3: Candy Store:

*Go to ___ North latitude, ___ West longitude

*Number of Steps: ____

Find an employee and ask the following questions:

1. What are some of your biggest selling items? Why do you think that is?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How often do you get new inventory? Do you ever run out of items? If so, what do you do?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. You each have $5.00 to spend on candy. Look around the store and decide what to purchase. You only have 5 minutes to make your choice. List the candy you purchased and tell why you picked this item. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Location 4: Phone Store:

*Go to ___ North latitude, ___ West longitude

*Number of Steps: ____

Find an employee and ask the following questions:

1. How much does a basic phone cost? What features does this phone have?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How much does an average smart phone cost? What features does this phone have?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is the most popular phone that you sell? Why do you think that is?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Location 5: Food Court Restaurant 1:

*Go to ___ North latitude, ___ West longitude

*Number of Steps: ____

Look at the menu and answer the following questions:

1. What types of food are sold here?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What is one deal the restaurant has to try to get you to buy more food? (Add a drink for $1; buy one get one, etc. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Location 6: Food Court Restaurant 2:

*Go to ___ North latitude, ___ West longitude

*Number of Steps: ____

Look at the menu and answer the following questions:

1. What types of food are sold here?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What is one deal the restaurant has to try to get you to buy more food? (Add a drink for $1; buy one get one, etc. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Discuss which restaurant you would eat at. Why did you choose the one you did? (Better value, taste of food, something else?) Record the answer for each group member:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Location 7: Sit-Down Restaurant:

*Go to ___ North latitude, ___ West longitude

*Number of Steps: ____

Find an employee and ask the following questions

1. On what days and times is your restaurant busiest? How many employees do you usually have working then?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. On what days and times is your restaurant the least busy? How many employees do you usually have working then?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Do you have any special deals on certain days to help attract customers? What are they?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Location 8: Specialty Store:

*Go to ___ North latitude, ___ West longitude

*Number of Steps: ____

Find an employee and ask the following questions

1. How often does your store get new inventory? Are there certain times of the year when you need to order more?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. How often do you come out with new scents?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What do you do when you have a lot of extra supply?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Look around the store. What is the cheapest item you can find? What is the most expensive item? Record the items and their prices.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Location 9: Music Store:

*Go to ___ North latitude, ___ West longitude

*Number of Steps: ____

Find an employee and ask the following questions:

1. Which types of CDs are most popular? Which are least popular?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. How does that affect prices for those CDs?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Find a customer and ask the following question:

3. How do you decide what music to buy?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Look around the store and notice how they advertise new music or special deals. Record your observations.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Location 10: Toy Store:

*Go to ___ North latitude, ___ West longitude

*Number of Steps: ____

Find an employee and ask the following questions:

1. How many people are usually working in your store at one time? What roles and responsibilities do they have? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What do you do if an item is not selling very well and you have a lot of it left over?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Imagine you have a $20 gift card to spend. Take 5 minutes to look around the store. What would you buy and why? Record the answers for each group member.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Location 11: Card/Gift Shop:

*Go to ___ North latitude, ___ West longitude

*Number of Steps: ____

Find an employee and ask the following questions

1. How long have you worked here? What do you enjoy about it?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why should people choose to shop here? What makes your store better than or different from other stores like it?

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Location 12: Sports Store:

*Go to ___ North latitude, ___ West longitude

*Number of Steps: ____

Find a customer and ask the following questions

1. What item(s) are you buying today? Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Would you rather buy an item that is more expensive, but higher quality, or less expensive but lower quality? Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Would you answer change for different products? (shoes, sporting equipment, etc.)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Geocache Reflection

	Category
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Participation
	I was consistently an active participant and completed my tasks at each location. 
	I completed my tasks based on my group roles at most of the locations. 
	I sometimes participated in the group and completed tasks. 
	I did not participate with my group. 

	Attitude
	I had a positive attitude throughout the geocache and cooperated well with my group.
	I had a positive attitude most of the time and cooperated with my group some. 
	I had a positive attitude at times and only cooperated a little. 
	I had a negative attitude during the geocache. 

	Learning
	I learned new concepts about economics and understand supply and demand and consumer choice better now. 
	I learned a few new things about supply and demand or consumer choice. 
	I learned at least one new thing about supply and demand or consumer choice. 
	I did not learn anything from the geocache. 


Self Reflection: Please rate yourself in the following categories. 

Please list your group members and rate their participation/cooperation during the geocache. 






Poor 


Good
           
       Excellent






 1                 2                 3                 4                 5

____________________________






 1                 2                 3                 4                 5

____________________________






 1                 2                 3                 4                 5

____________________________

What is one thing you learned about economics today?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

