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River Civilization: Ancient China – Yangtze and Yellow Rivers
Unit Summary and Rationale:


	It is important for students to understand the correlation of history and present day.  By starting with the world’s oldest continuous civilization in Ancient China, students explore and uncover some of the highlights of the early civilizations with focus on what was influenced and continues in today’s world.

This two week long unit covers some of Ancient China’s developments that have lasting effects on today’s civilizations.  The students start the unit by locating China on a map and determine the major climate regions.  They will uncover some Chinese inventions by searching for artifacts and later researching them. Students will research life in Ancient China and decide who they would have liked to have been if they lived during that time. 

Groups of students will each have a Dynasty and share years and highlights of it with the class.  Students will fly over the Great Wall of China and lightly touch on its history through video. Students briefly explore the Silk Road and identify an item or that traversed from China to other parts of the Eastern World, or came to China from other parts of the Eastern World. The culminating activity utilizes one of the Chinese Art themes to express an idea that has affected civilization that started in Ancient China. 



Essential Question(s):

	How do ideas that the Ancient Chinese civilizations developed, still influence the world today?
What role did geography play in the developments of Ancient China?


State Standard(s)/Common Core:

	Strand: History 
Topic: Historical Thinking and Skills Historical thinking begins with a clear sense of time – past, present and future – and becomes more precise as students progress. Historical thinking includes skills such as locating, researching, analyzing and interpreting primary and secondary sources so that students can begin to understand the relationships among events and draw conclusions.  
Content Statement 1. Events can be arranged in order of occurrence using the conventions of B.C. and A.D. or B.C.E. and C.E.
Strand: History   
Topic: Early Civilizations -The eight features of civilizations include cities, well-organized central governments, complex religions, job specialization, social classes, arts and architecture, public works and writing. Early peoples developed unique civilizations. Several civilizations established empires with legacies influencing later peoples.
Content Statement 2. Early civilizations (India, Egypt, China and Mesopotamia) with unique governments, economic systems, social structures, religions, technologies and agricultural practices and products flourished as a result of favorable geographic characteristics. The cultural practices and products of these early civilizations can be used to help understand the Eastern Hemisphere today.
Theme: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere
Strand: Geography

Topic: Spatial Thinking and Skills Spatial thinking examines the relationships among people, places and environments by mapping and graphing geographic data. Geographic data are compiled, organized, stored and made visible using traditional and geospatial technologies. Students need to be able to access, read, interpret and create maps and other geographic representations as tools of analysis.
Content Statement: 3. Globes and other geographic tools can be used to gather, process and report information about people, places and environments. Cartographers decide which information to include and how it is displayed.
Content Statement 4. Latitude and longitude can be used to identify absolute location.
Strand: Geography
Topic: Places and Regions A place is a location having distinctive characteristics, which give it meaning and character and distinguish it from other locations. A region is an area with one or more common characteristics, which give it a measure of homogeneity and make it different from surrounding areas. Regions and places are human constructs.

Content Statement: 5. Regions can be determined, classified and compared using various criteria (e.g., landform, climate, population, cultural, or economic).
Strand Geography 
Topic: Human Systems -Human systems represent the settlement and structures created by people on Earth’s surface. The growth, distribution and movements of people are driving forces behind human and physical events. Geographers study patterns in cultures and the changes that result from human processes, migrations and the diffusion of new cultural traits.
Content Statement 6. Variations among physical environments within the Eastern Hemisphere influence human activities.  Human Activities also alter the physical environment.

Content Statement 7. Political, environmental, social and economic factors cause people, products and ideas to move from place to place in the Eastern Hemisphere in the past and today.  
Common Core Literacy 6-8th Grades
7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.



Unit goal(s)
	Unit Goal(s)
	* Students will understand where China is located in relation to the rest of the world.

* Students will understand how different Dynasties in China influenced the development of China and the sharing of ideas.

* Students understand why the beginning of civilization in China was by the fertile rivers.
* Students will be able to identify and explain at least one major influence from the Ancient Chinese that has survived
* Students will understand how ideas can spread from one isolated country to others, via the Silk Road.         




Description of Teaching Methodology
	Teaching Methodology
	Discuss the various teaching methods you will be using and why you have chosen these methods.  
Multi- Ability Groups – to help students of all talents participate in the lessons.
Research by students on their own or in groups and completing graphic organizers to sort information.
Use of video to experience flying over the Great Wall of China.
Assessments that allow creativity and choice by the student to allow better success.


Context for Teaching
	Context for

Teaching
	I don’t have a classroom at this time. I am anticipating a class setting in a small rural school with only one grade level 6 class.  The class size will be between 24 and 32.  There is a computer lab available and a class set of Chrome Books for the students.  There is a Smartboard in the classroom.  There is a school library and resources can be ordered from other school and local libraries.



Step Two: Determine Acceptable Evidence

	Pre-

Geocache worksheet.

KWL chart.

Hypothesis of which region civilization started in China. 
	Formative

Identify regions and climates in Ancient China on the outline map.  
Discussion with students on where civilization started in China 

Peer Check each other’s outline maps. 

Mini Conference with each group as student’s research. 
Presenting: The group will present their findings to the class including the benefits or changes it made to the people of China.  

Poster: In graphic web format including the Dynasty Highlights.  
TimeLine: Each group will stand in the correct order for the Dynasty timeline. 

Informal: Observe the discussion of answers to video questions.  
Worksheet: Each group records answers from their research questions.  

Each group answers and justifies, How was the Great Wall successful or not successful? 

Student led discussion of the success of the Great Wall of China

Presentation:  Each group creates a presentation, from the choice board, about the invention from ancient to modern time. 

Sharing: Students will share their project.
	Summative

Exit Ticket:  Who would you like to be in Ancient China and why?  

Students Create using a Chinese Art theme an item that stuck out to them in the Chinese Unit

Student Led presentations of significant Ancient Chinese items they have made.

Short Answer minimum 3 paragraph written response to question, What influence Ancient China has had on the world today, citing at least 3 examples.


	These pre-assessments, let the teacher understand where the student’s knowledge is at this point.  
Geocache worksheet completed. Students end up finding Chinese inventions and climate indicators.  They also continue to develop their location skills that they need for future social studies courses.  Do the students need more work on this skill?
KWL chart gives the teacher an idea of what type of prior knowledge the students have about China. This is helpful in anticipating the needs of the students as the unit continues, and for grouping the students.

Hypothesis of which region civilization started in China. This activates prior knowledge and teacher is made aware of areas needing attention or that can be skipped.
These following formative assessments give the teacher insight if the students are understanding the focus of the lessons to understand EQ: What role did geography play in the developments of Ancient China.

Identify regions and climates in Ancient China on the outline map.  Students use map skills that should have been developed already. They use a variety of maps.
Discussion with students on where civilization started in China provides teacher an informal assessment for understanding of the value of the climate.
Peer Check each other’s outline maps. Students are able to share knowledge with each other and explain the regions they have identified.  
These formative assessment points help the teacher assess if the students are making the connection of EQ: How do ideas that the Ancient Chinese civilizations developed, still influence the world today?
Mini Conference with each group as student’s research.  The teacher is able to bring any group back on task, or assist in directing groups that may be struggling.

Presenting: The group will present their findings to the class including the benefits or changes it made to the people of China.  This allows all of the students to learn by jig-sawing information.  The main idea is that Ancient China has contributed to our World today.
Poster: In graphic web format including the Dynasty Highlights to display.  This contains the years of reign.  This is a quick overview of the Dynasties and students will teach each other using jig-saw.
TimeLine: Each group will put stand in the correct order for the Dynasty timeline. This is a basic timeline that students should have developed the skill in previous grades. It is done kinesthetically to have the students out of their seats.  This assessment is included to ensure students have the timeline skill for basic timelines with B.C. and A.D. that they need for future Social Studies classes.
Informal: Observe the discussion of answers to video questions.  This is done to track understanding and assist any student or group who may struggle with watching and responding.

Worksheet: Each group records answers from their research questions. This is a good tool to see if students can organize research and find the important points.
Each group answers and justifies, How was the Great Wall successful or not successful? This is after research and discussion.  Their answers will show understanding and will be varied.  Any justified answer will be correct. They then share these in a Student led discussion of the success of the Great Wall of China.  Students share ideas while the teacher monitors for understanding.  
Presentation:  Each group creates a presentation, from the choice board, about the invention from ancient to modern time. Then Students will share their project. This is one area where China has greatly influenced modern times.  Shows students that history is not static.
These will be used as summative assessments. The teacher can assess if the goals of the unit were reached and the three essential questions answered.

Exit Ticket:  Who would you like to be in Ancient China and why?  The teacher will be able to see if the student grasped the ideas of class and status in Ancient China.  This is developmental to the later understanding of the Dynasty concept in China.  EQ: What impact did Chinese Dynasties have on the development of China?
* Students Create using a Chinese Art theme an item that stuck out to them in the Chinese Unit.  EQ: How do ideas that the Ancient Chinese civilizations developed, still influence the world today?
* Student Led presentations of significant Ancient Chinese items they have made and 
* 1 Short Answer minimum 3 paragraph written response to question, What influence Ancient China has had on the world today, citing at least three examples with explanations.  EQ: How do ideas that the Ancient Chinese civilizations developed, still influence the world today.



Step Three: Matrix (Plan Learning Experiences and Instruction) 
Plan for at least five consecutive days. Be sure to include more than one strategy and assessment each day. Add more days as needed.  
	Day
	Topic/Content/

Geography Themes
	Strategies/Activities
	Assessments
	Materials (teacher created & instructional)

	Monday


	Topic:  Early Chinese Civilization

SS Content Statement:  4

Geographical Theme: 
Location

	* Students will be put into their assigned multi-level groups.

* Each group will be given a compass told it was invented in this ancient civilization.

* Each group will complete a geocache to find artifacts hidden around the school and grounds. 

* Students will examine  each artifact
* Students will make notes of their observations of the artifacts on the sheet
* Students will hypothesize which civilization we are studying
* We will locate China on the globe and on Google Maps

* When back together, 
students will orally complete a the K and W of a KWL chart on paper

	Geocache worksheet completed and civilization guess made.

Teacher uses the KWL to understand what students know and what interests them about China.
	Prepared Geocache to locate artifacts using the compass and GPS

Globe and Maps with China


Hidden Artifacts 
Chinese Inventions

Compass
Paper
Umbrella
Gunpowder (picture)
Pasta
Wheelbarrow
Seismograph (picture)
Alcohol
Kite
Hang Glider (picture)
Silk Cloth
Mechanical Clock
Tea
Iron Product
Printing Blocks
Calendar
Climate
Winter Coat
Swimsuit
Hiking Boots

Mosquito Repellent
Bamboo Plant
These will be last to find
Porcelain Dragon Tea Set
Stuffed Giant Panda
Chinese Brush Painting on Silk



	Tuesday


	Topic:  Early Chinese Civilization
Content Statement: 3 and 5
CC Literacy 
Content Statement 7

Geographical Theme:  Region

	* Students will be given an outline map of the area containing Ancient China.  They will use 

resources to identify the regions:  Deserts, Mountains, Major Rivers: Yellow and Yangtze, Rainforests 
* Student will identify the climates.  Tropical (South) Desert (Northwest) Mountains (West) Fertile (Central)
* Students will hypothesize which area developed first based on the region and climate
	Identify regions and climates in Ancient China on the outline map. 

Hypothesis of which region civilization started in China.
	Provide outline maps of China
Provide resources with geographical information, including globes, various types of maps, websites, and texts.

	Wednesday


	Topic:  Early Chinese Civilization
Content Statement: 2
Geographical Theme:  Region and Human Environment Interaction
	* Discuss yesterday’s hypothesis on early civilization.  Teacher instruction given on where the first civilization started in China and why, after each group explains their hypothesis.

* Students will peer check their maps using the Smartboard map key

* Students will collect facts about daily life in Ancient China from provided resources
* Students will record the research on a graphic organizer or note taking template
	Discussion with students on where civilization started in China

Peer Check each other’s outline maps 
Exit Ticket:  Who would you like to be in Ancient China and why?  
	Provide resources needed for student’s to research
Provide students with a graphic organizer or note taking template to record information gathered. 

	Thursday
	Topic: Early Chinese Civilization – Main Rivers
Content Statement 6
Geographical Theme: Human Environment Interaction
	* Each group will choose either the Yangtzee or Yellow River to research. 
* The group will identify one aspect or item of the river that has been affected by human interaction, such as the main bridge, platform boats, or diverting the river.  They will decide if the aspect or item they identified is or was beneficial to the people of China.
* The group will present their findings to the class


	Mini Conference with each group as students research 

Presenting: The group will present their findings to the class including the benefits or changes it made to the people of China.
	Resource materials on the two rivers, including photographs or illustrations, and other sources.

	Friday


	Topic:  Early Chinese Civilization
Content Statement: 1 and 2
Geographical Theme:  Place and Region 
	* Teacher will discuss basics of the Chinese Dynasty form of government.

* Each group will choose one of the selected major dynasties to research the major accomplishment of the Dynasty including government style, religion, innovations or important events.

* Each group will produce a poster of the Dynasty using a web format.
* Each poster must identify the time frame of the Dynasty in B.C. or A.D. format.
	Poster: In web format including  the Dynasty Highlights
TimeLine: Each group will put stand in the correct order for the Dynasty timeline.
	Basic explanation of Chinese Dynasties for class.

Provide list of major d
Dynasties to divide up by group
Provide resources for students on Dynasty’s main accomplishments.
Poster Board and materials to create posters

Have unused Dynasty time frame poster to fill in the timeline.



	Monday
	Topic:  Early Chinese Civilization
Content Statement: 2
Geographical Theme:  Region and Human Environmental Interaction

	* Introduce today’s topic – Students will  watch the video, The Great Wall of China – UAV Aerial Footage (3:26)
* Watch the video:  What makes the Great Wall of China so extraordinary? (4:29)
Watch the video:
How and Why the Great Wall of China was Really Built (4.52)

* Students listen for mention of their Dynasty.  

* Students will listen for answers to the questions presented before the videos
* Students read text resource of facts about the Great Wall of China

* Each group will discuss the questions and answers. Teacher will interact as needed.  

* The students will analyze what they saw and read and answer the question, How was the Great Wall successful or not successful?  Justify your answer.

	Informal: Observe the discussion of answers to video questions
Worksheet: Each group records answers from their research questions.  
Each group answers and justifies, How was the Great Wall successful or not successful? 


	Videos Ready: Smithsonian Channel and TedEd
Prepared questions for students to consider while watching the videos.
Text of facts on Great Wall of China, including highlights of why, where and who.

	Tuesday


	Topic:  Early Chinese Civilization
Content Statement: 2
Geographical Theme:  Movement

	* Each group will share their response from yesterday.   
* Students identify items traded on the Silk Road from artifacts and research.
* Watch the video: The Silk Road: Connecting the ancient world through trade (5:19)
* Identify items traded on the Silk Road from artifacts and research.
* Each group will pick one item to further research the early invention to the latest version. 

	Student led discussion of the success of the Great Wall of China
	Students’ responses from yesterday.
Artifacts related to Silk Road from day 1. Add other items invented in China, such as compass, umbrella, etc.

Video ready from TedEd
Provide clues about items exported on the Silk Road from China. 

	Wednesday
	Topic:  Early Chinese Civilization
Content Statement: 2
Geographical Theme:  Movement

	Students will prepare a presentation from the Student Choice board about the invention. It must include then and now.
Each group will present their presentation of their invention.
	Presentation:  Each group creates a presentation, from the choice board, about the invention from ancient to modern time. 
Sharing: Students will share their project.


	Presentation Materials for Students

	Thursday
	Topic:  Early Chinese Civilization
Content Statement:  2 and 7
Geographical Theme:  Movement

	* Teacher discusses and shows examples of different themes from Chines Art, such as poems, paintings, clay and calligraphy.
* Each student will write a minimum 3 paragraph short answer on what influence Ancient China has had on the world today.

* Students will choose a significant item or event that they learned about in this unit that shows how Ancient Chinese culture has influenced today’s culture. They may not use the same item they used before in the same format.  

* The student will share their item or event using a Chinese Art theme.  Write a poem, draw a painting, or use clay. They may try calligraphy.  



	* Short Answer minimum 3 paragraph written response to question, What influence Ancient China has had on the world today, citing 3 examples.
* Students Create using a Chinese Art theme an item that stuck out to them in the Chinese Unit


	Examples of Chinese Art Themes to show class.
Rubric for final assessment.

	Friday
	Topic:  Early Chinese Civilization
Content Statement:  2 and 7

Geographical Theme:  Movement
	Students complete their items from yesterday.

Students share their created item and explain the significance.
	Student Led presentations of significant Ancient Chinese items they have made.


	


Wiggins, G., & McTighe, J. (1998). Understanding by Design. Alexandria, VA: USCD.
Use of differentiated instruction – Give this a TRY!
	Mixed Groups by Ability Levels with established roles that rotate
As Needed:  Mini lesson on using a compass or GPS device 

Mini Lesson on creating a time-line

Multi-Intelligence activities: kinesthetic time line; art; visual; hearing

Special Needs or ELL: Sample projects to view

Special Needs:  Lists of topics, graphic organizers partially completed.  



Self-analysis:

Using the table below, please describe how the content, strategies, and assessments you have planned meet at least FIVE criteria from our Social Studies Best Practices (BP) in class Activity:
	Collaborative/
Interactive

	By using mixed groups created by ability levels and multi-intelligence skills, all students have a chance to be successful.  The students different strengths can be used as they research, produce and present activities.
 

	Student Choice

	Students are given choice on final assessment and presentations.  This allows the students to create using their strengths and the teacher to better assess knowledge of topic. 

	Challenging - Analysis and Hypothesizing

	Students are not given the answers.  From the first day of the lesson they are analyzing artifacts to decide what country we are studying, until the end when they conclude what major accomplishment was important from the Chinese civilization.

	Integrated

	Social Studies teaching and learning are powerful when they are integrative.1 The strands of Social Studies are interwoven in the lessons to fully grasp the essence of the study.

	Multiple Forms of Assessment are Used

	Students present, express opinions, hypothesize, create and answer questions throughout the unit through the various assessments, both formal and informal.


Class Texts Used

1A Vision of Powerful Teaching and Learning in the Social Studies: Building Social Understanding 

     and Civic Efficacy. Published on National Council for the Social Studies 
     (http://www.socialstudies.org). Source: EDTL 6430
Subreehduth, S. (Summer 2014) EDTL 6500 Class Best Practice Protocol (Final Revised Version) 
       Retrieved from EDTL 6430

Sources
Ancient China. (n.d.) Retrieved from The British Museum. 
      http://www.ancientchina.co.uk/geography/home_set.html
Ancient China Dynasties (update July 2016) Retrieved from Technological Solutions, Inc,) 
      http://www.ducksters.com/history/china/ancient_china.php
Campisi, M. and Chen, P. (Sep. 2015) What Makes the Great Wall of China so Extraordinary 
     Video. Retrieved July, 2016 from TedEd. 
     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=23oHqNEqRyo&list=PLASB4-
     I0Hl4PHRSRq4AO7Whm0oNwm4lqF&index=1
Castelo, S.H. (   ) The Silk Road: Connecting the ancient world through trade. Video. Retrieved 
     July, 2013 from TedEd. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vn3e37VWc0k
Clip Media Motion. (Sep. 2014) The Great Wall of China – UAV Aerial Footage. Video. Retrieved
      July, 2013 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ne0OagUqhWs
Donn, D. & Donn, L. (n.d.) Ask Mr. Donn about Ancient China. Retrieved July 2013, from 
      http://ask.mrdonn.org/china/index.html
How and Why the Great Wall of China Was Really Built. (Aug. 2015). Retrieved July, 2013 from
     Smithsonian Channel. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m68zyXyeYG0
Lamb, A. and Johnson, L. (Apr. 2001).  The Topic – Ancient China. Retrieved July, 2013 from   
     http://www.42explore2.com/china.htm
Liyao, L. (Mar, 2011) Top 10 greatest inventions of ancient China. Retrieved July, 2016 from 
     China.org http://www.china.org.cn/top10/2011-03/04/content_22054243.htm
Timeline of Chinese History (n.d.) Retrieved July 2016 from
     http://web.archive.org/web/20070308135614/http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/webcourse/key_ 
     points/china_timeline.htm#top
Rubrics for Summative Assessments

Exit Ticket Rubric

	2 per category
	1 per category
	0 per category

	Answers is clear and understandable
	Answer is vague
	Doesn’t answer question

	Specifies the Role2
	Answer is not specific to a role
	No Role is given

	Uses at least 2 examples from research
	Uses only 1 example from the research
	No example given

	Points (x2)
	(x2)
	(x2)

	Total 12 possible


Rubric Item and Presentation

	Category
	3
	                2


	1

	Speaks Cleary
	Can be heard and speaks clearly
	Cannot be heard with reminders
	Continually reminded to speak up

	Answers Questions
	Understands the topic
	Some understanding of the topic
	Cannot explain the item at all

	Significance
	Clearly explains the significance of the item
	A bit unclear why it is important
	Has no justification for the significance of the item

	Item 
	Item is neatly produced
	Some sloppiness 
	No care was taken

	Chinese Theme
	Used a Chinese Art Theme correctly
	
	Did not use a Chinese theme

	Points (x2) 30 total
	
	
	


Rubric Short Answer

	Category
	3
	2
	1

	Examples
	3 used
	2 used
	1 used

	Reasons (x2) 
	All 3 justified (x2)
	Only 2 justified (x2)
	Only 1 justified (x2)

	Length
	3 paragraphs
	2 paragraphs
	1 paragraph

	Grammar and Punctuation
	0-4 mistakes
	5-10 mistakes
	Over 10 

	Points (x2) 30 total
	
	
	


Google Link:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fWcLy6LGSRbgGCL24lQ1iaOnjwn1SSsnquBle2OsRCI/edit?usp=sharing
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