	Test
	Observations and Analysis

	 At walk/ trot
	Forelimb Lameness:

· Unilateral forelimb lameness is observed as a head ‘nod’ when the horse is walking or trotting. This is seen as the horse attempts to alleviate some weight on the lame forelimb and so lifts its head when the bad limb hits the ground. On the good limb the horse’s head goes down.

· It is also possible to see a head nod in conjunction with severe hind limb lameness. The horse’s head will go down when weight bearing on the contralateral forelimb as the horse tries to take weight off of the lame hindlimb.

Hindlimb Lameness:

· Unilateral hindlimb lameness is observed as increased vertical displacement of the pelvis when the lame limb hits the ground and a drop in the pelvis on the sound limb.
· The fetlock may also appear to ‘sink’ lower on the sound leg due to the increased weight borne.

	Lunging
	On Lunging the above signs of lameness may be exacerbated when the lame limb is on the inside of the circle.
Lameness in middle carpal joints may be seen when lunging with lame limb outside the circle as more pressure is placed on the medial aspect of the limb at this position.

	Flexion test
	Flexion aims to localize lameness to a certain joint(s) or part of the limb. After flexion of the problematic joint signs of lameness of that limb should intensify.
 This is not a very reliable test for pinpointing lameness especially difficult in the hindlimb due to the reciprocal apparatus.

	Sway/ Tail pull test
	When horses are pulled on the side of the sound hindlimb they can resist the force and continue walking in a straight line. 
A positive sway test is observed when a horse is pulled towards its lame limb and cannot bear weight to stabilize itself, it therefore sways toward that side.
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