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· Today’s portable machines are easy to use and produce high-resolution images that can be reviewed instantly on a laptop. Because radiographs are reasonably priced and it’s simple to send images electronically for evaluation, veterinarians rely on them for prepurchase and lameness exams. 
· It’s a good first-line tool for a lot of conditions, whether you’re worried about a joint, a fracture, or even a soft-tissue injury. Sometimes using radiographs first and not jumping straight to ultrasound is good because we want to assess the bone associated with the soft tissue.
· While radiographs are useful for detecting bony conditions, they are less sensitive than some other modalities. There can be tremendous inflammatory change going on within the bone, and the radiographs can still look completely normal.
· While radiography has its place, it’s not the most sensitive tool out there. The downside to radiographs is that by the time secondary osseous -abnormalities are seen, (bone changes associated with osteoarthritis) generally there is already much more disease in the joint than we have any idea of because cartilage, joint capsule, and synovium (joint lining) cannot be seen.
