Deep digital flexor Tenotomy 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The wedged foot of the horse is incised. The incision can be made at the midcarpal or midpastern region, however the midcarpal region is preferred because it is simpler and does not involve entering a synovial structure. A 2 to 3 cm incision is made over the lateral aspect of the deep digital flexor tendon in the middle of the third metacarpal bone. This approach provides good exposure of the tendon and allows the surgeon to perform the procedure quickly and safely. The fascia is separated with metzenbaum scissors around the deep digital flexor tendon. Retractors are placed from the lateral aspect of the tendon both cranial and caudal, to meet at the medial aspect of the tendon. This isolates the tendon so that it can be carefully incised without injuring any surrounding structures. 
When properly isolated, the tendon is incised. The wedge may be removed from the foot of the horse to inspect the separation on the two incised ends when the foot in in its natural flexed position. The skin is suture close using 1-2 horizontal mattress pattern or staples.
