After care and client education for a deep digital flexor tenotomy
· The bandage should be changed weekly.
· Time should be taken to explain to the owner that proper and vigilant care should be taken after the surgery.
· In rare instances, the horse's toe will flip up following tendon transection due to the loss of the supporting structure. This condition necessitates a heel extension on the affected foot.
· Of great concern is the tendency of the distal phalynx to subluxate secondary to the lack of support of the navicular bone by the DDFT. This can be limited by elevating the heel by 2 to 3 degrees (assessed radiographically)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The owner should be informed of expenses that will accumulate from the essential corrective trimming and shoeing performed by a qualified farrier at four-week intervals.
· May require long term pain treatment post operatively


The success of this surgery is often debated and long term follow up has hardly been recorded.
Disadvantages
· Often just a salvage procedure.
· Causes high levels of post-operative pain which requires prolonged analgesia to control. 
· Variable response.
· May result in overextension, subluxation of distal interphalangeal joint.
· Poor cosmetic result.
