Scalpels are the primary cutting instruments used to incise tissue. Reusable scalpel handles (Nos. 3 and 4) with detachable blades are most commonly used in veterinary medicine; Blades are available in various sizes and shapes, depending on the intended task. Blades starting with ‘1’ are used with No. 3 scalpel handle and those starting with ‘2’ are used with No.4.
· A No. 10 blade is most commonly used in small animal surgery for incision and excision of tissues.
· A No. 15 blade is a smaller version of a No. 10 and is used for precise incisions in smaller tissues. 
· A No. 11 blade is ideal for stab incisions into fluid-filled structures or organs. 
· The curved angle of the No. 12 blade limits its applicability, but it is most often used in cats for elective dissection onychectomy (declawing).
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