Burdizzo
  
What is a burdizzo?
The burdizzo is a castration device which employs a large clamp designed to crush the spermatic cord and the blood vessel leading to the testis.

How does it work?
· The animal should be properly restrained either by halter, tom fool knot, sedation and anaesthetic. The assistant grasps the scrotum in one hand and manipulates the testes down into the scrotum. Locates the two spermatic cords between the fingers and pushes one cord over to one side of the scrotum. This is the first cord to be crushed.
· Place the jaws of the burdizzo onto the upper scrotum, leaving the rudimentary teats above the crushing point. Do not crush the septum or tissue between the testicles. 
· Clamp the burdizzo over the cord on the side of the scrotum you are doing first.  Leave the instrument closed for 20 to 25 seconds.
· Release the Burdizzo, move it lower to a new site about 1 cm closer to the testicles and close it again to be doubly sure that the cord is crushed. 
· Locate the cord on the other side of the scrotum and position the burdizzo over it. Close the burdizzo and repeat what you did with the first cord.
· When you are done, you may see a mark on each side of the scrotum. At first the scrotum will swell up a little, but the testicles will gradually shrink over the next few weeks leaving a small scrotal sac.
· Examine each crushed area carefully after castration. If the skin is broken, apply an antiseptic like alcohol. 

Advantages 
· Bloodless
· Quick and easy
· Painless
· Less chance of infection
 Disadvantages
· Painfull
· Chance of injury to the animal and assistant
· Slipping of the cord frm crush

Complications
[bookmark: _GoBack]Failure of castration can arise when the vascular supply is not crushed properly

