Elastic banding
  
What is a calicrate bander?
A castration tool that uses a rubber ring which is placed around the scrotum with the testicles below it .Scrotum falls off within a week.
[bookmark: _GoBack]How does it work?
This method causes some stress to the animal due to the pain and discomfort experienced by the constricting band, especially for 10 to 15 minutes after the elastrator band is applied. 
· Do not use rings older than 12 months to avoid breakage and to assure a tight fit. The rings must be strong enough to cut off blood flow in the arteries as well as the veins. If not, the scrotum will swell.
· Restrain the animal. 
· Place a rubber ring over the prongs of the elastrator. Hold the elastrator with the prongs facing up. Close the handles to open the band. The scrotum and testicles are then passed through the expanded hole of the band. Position it as close to the animal's body as possible, with care taken not to place the band over the rudimentary teats or involve the penis.
· Release the elastrators displacing the ring from the prongs, thereby positioning the band. The band will return to its original shape cutting off circulation to the testicles and eventually causing all  
· of the tissue below the band to die and fall off. 
· Check to be sure both testicles are still in the tip of the scrotum and that the ring is placed properly. If not, cut the ring with scissors and repeat the procedure.
Check daily to be sure that the rubber band is still around the neck of the scrotum and for signs of infection.

Advantages 
· Bloodless
· Quick and easy
· Less chance of infection
· Scrotum falls of on own
 Disadvantages
· Pain, discomfort, decreased growth   
· Age limitation
· Wound infection-tetanus
· Missed testicles

Complications
Sometimes the scrotum may not fall off completely, it may require cutting of the remainder. 
NB: the elastrator is used for younger animals<10days of age and calicrate bander older animals.
