	Digit Amputation Using Disarticulation

	
	Procedure 
	

	After proper preoperative procedures have been carried out the following surgical procedure commences: 
· Using a scalpel blade make a horizontal skin incision at the level of the proximal interphalangeal joint. 

· Ensure that the incision is continued to the bone and joint capsule to sever the collateral ligament and tendons. 

· Make vertical incisions between both digits (between the interdigital space). This vertical incisions should extend to the level of the first horizontal incision at the level of the proximal interphlangeal joint (pastern joint)

· At the site of the horizontal incision traction is placed on the digit and the incision is continued to the axial collateral ligament. The fat pad is excised, and large vessels are ligated, if identified.

· The articular cartilage of the distal end of the proximal phalanx is the slightly scrapped and antibiotic powder is then applied to the area and cover with gauze sponges. Then a tight bandage is applied over the disarticulation site.
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The advantages of this procedure include the lack of need for assistance in using the obstetrical wire and the quickness of the procedure. https://courses.cit.cornell.edu/vet644/clawAmputation.html (watch video).
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