POST CARE OF HOOF TRIMMING
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]APPLICATION OF BLOCKS
Blocks are only applied on healthy claws. Before the block is applied the size of the block is checked before gluing. The glue is moulded to avoid any sharp edges and is checked to ensure it will land flat on the ground while the animal walks. The blocks are placed over the heel so the weight bearing part of the heel is covered.
2. ENVIRONMENT
If the environment is moist, the hooves tend to soften, and they become more susceptible to abrasions of the concrete or penetration by sharp objects. If the environment is very dry, the hooves can become brittle and fissured. In this situation hoof cracks are common.
3. If any sole ulcer is seen upon trimming, then the affected hoof can be wrapped, and the animal remove from the herd and place in a dry and clean indoor environment where they would have easy access to food and water. The bandage is removed in three days and reassess upon healing.
4. NUTRITION
Increase the intake of lush grass and limit the intake of grains which will limit the susceptibility to laminitis and other foot problems.
5. HANDLING OF THE ANIMAL
Pushing cows into being milked also increases lameness risk. If cows are pushed too hard from behind, by the farmers or farm handler will increase the chances of getting feet injuries and wear on their hooves. If this is occurring, then slow down when bringing the cows in to milking.
6. TRACK DESIGN & COMPOSITION 
Ensure the track surface made of a non-abrasive, impervious material, with a well compacted base. The track should be 4 to 6 meters wide, 600mm above the water table and with a crown for drainage. Also try to eliminate sharp bends, narrow points or rough, wet and slippery areas of track. The yard should be built to minimise cows from having to twist and turn and the concrete should not be too rough or too smooth.
7. APPLICATION OF INTRA HOOF-FIT GEL 
It’s an antibiotic free treatment highly effective against digital dermatitis, foot rot & other claw ailments. The super concentrated adhesive hoof gel promotes healing and lasts for 4-5 days. Intra Hoof-Fit Gelis a curative product containing chelated copper and chelated zinc which allows it to treat infections and aid the hoof to heal itself. (Chelated means the mineral has been combined with amino acids to allow them to be absorbed into the animals’ system more effectively.) Intra Hoof-Fit Gel promotes the hooves natural healing insuring the hoof heals without delay or further infection.

8. FOOTBATHS
A rigid foot bathing programme will assist in the rehabilitation of the hoof. Footbaths will help in the control of footrot and may help harden hooves. 5% copper sulphate solution can be used and is effective but must be changed every milking. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ygvvuvEc-i4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VlQDM1s3jX4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lLGGUc6ZPDw



