HOOF MAINTAINANCE-

HOOF CLIPPER-  This instrument is used to trim the hoof usually every 6 weeks to 2 months, minimum of 2-3 times a year.
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		Figure #1: This picture shows the various parts of the hoof on the bottom of the foot. A) identifies the heel regions of the foot. B) shows the toe region on a claw that has not been trimmed. C) identifies the outside hoof wall, and D) indicates fresh sole after being trimmed.
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		Figure #2: Often the first place to start is the dewclaws. The tips of the dewclaws should be removed. These structures will bleed if cut too short, so it is important to remove small amounts on a frequent basis.
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		Figure #3: This shows the bottom of a foot that is in desperate need of a trim. Notice how hoof wall has over-grown between the two claws allowing dirt and potential infection to be trapped in the interdigital cleft (identified by the white arrows).
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		Figure #4: The goal of trimming the foot should be to get the bottom of the foot to match the angle of the coronary band (identified by the white line). In this picture, the excess toe is being removed to a level where the bottom of the foot will be parallel to the coronary band. The intended bottom of the foot is indicated by the black line. Notice how the white and the black line will be parallel once the foot is properly trimmed.
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		Figure #5: This picture compares the untrimmed claw on the left to a trimmed claw on the right. Notice how much shorter the toe region on the trimmed side is in comparison to the untrimmed side.
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		Figure #6: This is a picture of a fully trimmed foot. The bottom of the foot has also been leveled with a plane.







HOOF PICK- A Hoof pick is used to remove mud and other debris from the hooves of animals
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COW CLOGS -attached with glue eg technovit-  is a modernise block system hoof used for lame animals.
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HOOF TESTER- The primary goal of a hoof tester is to test for a pain response, usually indicated by the horse as a withdrawal of the limb
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HOOF KNIFE- strong, slightly curved knife with its tip turned laterally on itself to form a tunnel. The flat part of the blade is used to trim the bottom of the hoof wall and the curved part to make grooves or cut holes
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