Wounds and Wound Type
Wounds can be categorized as:
· Closed: bruise, hematoma, and contusion
· Open: abrasion, erosion, puncture, incision, laceration, and burn
Wound type is an important indicator of the vascular supply, degree of contamination, and viability of surrounding tissue, which reliably determine the best mode of management. For example, relatively uncontaminated incisions and lacerations, such as shearing injuries produced by sharp objects, can heal by primary intention, because tissue devitalization and risk of infection are minimal. 
Conversely, primary closure of crushing injuries, such as those sustained on limb entrapment, is usually not successful because of the extent of microvascular disruption and tissue trauma that inhibits local defense mechanisms, increasing the risk of infection. Indeed, a lower bacterial load is required to cause infection after blunt trauma compared with other types of wounds. In these cases, second-intention healing is often the best alternative.
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For your vet to give the best advice on the treatment of a wound, it
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important to be able to describe the wound

accurately: its nature, extent and location can make a difference to the treatment procedure.

Wound type
Incisions and lacerations

Possible cause

Barbed vire, glass.

Appearance

‘These can bleed heavly and may involve.
decper structures.

Abrasions.

Friction across a hard surface

Wounds willikely contain debris such as
grt, sand or dir. Thorough surface
cleansing i essental o remove foreign
body material

Penetrating or punciure wounds

Penetration rom a nailor thor

May be a very smallviound — but they
should never be underestimated. These
‘wounds can involve underlying siructures
and are also liable o support fetanus and
other bacteria. Particularly serious when
close to a oint o tendon.

Bruising from kicks from other horses.

‘There is more damage wihin and belor
the skin. and the surface may not be
broken.
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Dechra is an intemational veterinary pharmaceutical company providing a vide
range of therapeutic solutions in equine medicine, dermatology, endocrinology,

ophthalmology and critical care.

‘www.dechra-us.com!
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