
REQUIREMENTS FOR 

PERFORMING NERVE BLOCKS 



 Knowledge of  the relevant anatomical landmarks 

 

 Notch formed by the caudal border of  the orbital rim and the  zygomatic arch (indicated by the 
black arrow) 

 Location of  the coronoid process of  the mandible  
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 Blood supply to the head, 

specifically the Maxillary 

artery and its branches that 

supply the eye: 

 

 External opthalmic br (r) 

 

 As well as other important regional 

blood vessels: 

 Palpebral artery (n) 

 Malar artery (s)  

 

 

 



Nerves of  the head of  regional importance 

• Auriculopalpebral nerve 

• Palpebral nerve  

 



 Lidocaine 2% 

 Needles of  different sizes 

 Peterson NB: 1 inch 23 G, 1 inch 14 G and 6 inch 18 G  

 Auriculopalpebral: 21G 2.5 cm 

 Retrobulbar: 19 G spinal needle 

 20 mL syringe 

 Proper head restraint 

 Physical: halter + rope + assistant(s) 

 Chemical: xylazine + ketamine for sedation  

 Cleaning the area on and around the zygomatic arch 

 Chlorhexidine 

 Shave the area if  necessary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Desensitization of  the skin 

 

 Inject 5ml Lidocaine 2% subcutaneously  

 Wait 5-10 minutes to allow desensitization of  the skin  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


