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Rationale


Teaching a unit to special education students requires planning lessons that are going to keep their attention and be at their learning levels. Often each individual student will require individual plans to meet their differentiated learning styles as well as their learning levels so in order to produce a unit that is meaningful to all students in the classroom the teacher must use an array of ideas and disciplines to teach the concept. 


My lessons will be presented using the Basic Lesson Planning Model as described in Designing Instruction For Contextual Teaching and Learning by Leigh Chiarelott. This model will allow me to create a plan that is clear and simple yet details my exact expectations of what should be accomplished after being taught. This model best suits my classroom due to the concrete thinking patterns of my students and the increased use of hands-on, quickly changing activities that will take place during this lesson. 

The learning environment that will be portrayed in the classroom will be one that follows closely to The Concept Attainment Model (Chiarelott, 113). For my students, most concepts taught need to be very teacher directed until their concrete thinking can turn to abstract ways of deciphering information. The information presented in this lesson will come directly from the teacher and then allow the students to analyze what they have learned in order to complete a project that goes along with a lesson. As the unit moves from beginning to end during the weeks that it is taught new examples will be given to the students. These new examples will give the students a basis for thought process of how an apple can fit into the world around us and how it does not fit like they may have once thought.  

Unit Outcomes
Math

· Students will create an AB and ABC pattern using apples.

· Students will understand fractions (halves, fourths, whole).

· Students will demonstrate fractions using an apple. 

· Students will estimate the number of seeds in different types of apples.

· Students will order seeds from largest to smallest, and vice versa.

· Students will learn math terms that pertain to using apples in real life.

· Students will graph sweet and sour tastes of apples.

· Students will read a graph.

· Students will answer questions pertaining to a graph.

Language Arts

· Students will compare and contrast life now to the life of John Chapman.

· Students will analyze the importance of John Chapman on society today.

· Students will learn the seasons of the year as they apply to an apple tree.

Science

· Students will identify the life cycle of an apple tree through its seasons.

· Students will describe each tree as it looks in each season.

· Students will identify the parts of an apple blossom.

· Students will state the purpose of each part of the apple blossom.

· Students will describe the process of pollination. 

· Students will identify several types of apples.

· Students will identify the colors of an apple.

· Students will describe the life cycle of an apple.

· Students will experiment with the weight, buoyancy, and size of an apple. 

· Students will compare and contrast seeds of different types of apples. 

Social Studies

· Students will research the life of John Chapman.

· Students will discuss who John Chapman was and his importance to society today.

Preassessment

Due to the nature of the students in the special education classroom and their varying disabilities, the preassessment will mimic a fun activity for the students. This activity is based on the idea of a K-W-L chart. It will use the components of what is KNOWN and what is LEARNED, leaving out the inquiry of what is WANTED to be learned due to the concrete thinking of the students in the classroom.  
A hand drawn picture of a tree on chart paper will be hung near the front of the classroom. The students will be asked to gather round the tree and the teacher will begin to talk with the students about the apple unit that they are about to start. The students will be asked three questions: what they know about apples, what words that can be used to describe apples, and what kinds of foods are made using apples. Their responses will be written on the apple cutouts of corresponding colors of green, yellow, and red and the student will put their response apple onto the tree with tape. Depending on the number of apples that are on the tree after the activity will give good indication of what the students know about an apple to begin with. This information will allow the teacher to modify the lessons as needed or add more information where necessary. The tree will be left on display throughout the lesson and will be used again as part of the post assessment activity.
Lesson Plan #1

How an Apple Is Formed
	Concept/Skill To Be Learned:
The parts of an apple blossom, how an apple is formed, the parts of an apple

	Unit Outcomes:

Students will identify the parts of an apple blossom.

Students will state the purpose of each part of the apple blossom.

Students will describe the process of pollination. 

	Lesson Objectives:
To name the parts of an apple blossom

To learn how an apple is formed

To name the parts of an apple after it is formed

To follow directions as they are given to complete a project

	Time Allotment:  45 - 60 minutes

	Materials/Resources Needed:
“Apples” by Ken Robbins

Apple Blossom Worksheet (p. 19)

3-D apple pattern

Scissors

Glue

Stapler

Markers

Pencil

	Procedures:
1. Call the students to the carpet and read, “Apples” by Ken Robbins aloud to them (10-15 minutes)
a. As you read, discuss the book for clarification to the students

2. After reading the book, complete Apple Blossom worksheet as a group (15-25 minutes)
a. Put a blank worksheet on the board with a magnet

b. Read each sentence aloud and have the students give the answers by  raising their hands and waiting to be called on

c. Write their answers on the lines corresponding to each part AND write the word largely on the board for them to copy onto their papers. 

3. When the apple blossom worksheet is complete, make a 3-D apple (20-30 minutes)
a. Each student will need one of each type of construction paper to trace the pattern that corresponds to each color the specified number of times

i. ½ sheet of green (2 leaves)

ii. ¼ sheet of brown (1 stem)

iii. ½ sheet of black (8 seeds)

iv. 3 full sheets of red (3 outside apple)
v. 2 full sheets of white (2 inside apple)
b. After all the patterns are traced, have the students cut them out, put them in a pile, and then throw away their scraps

c. To assemble the apple (there is a sample apple in the pattern pouch for reference):
i. Glue white middle to red outside (do this twice…one red outside will not have anything glued to it)

ii. Glue the stem and two leaves to the red pattern that does not have a white center

iii. Fold the two red patterns with white centers in half

iv. Glue 4 seeds to each white center, 2 seeds on each side of the fold of each half
v. Put one white centered apple piece white side down on the table, on top of that put the red piece with the stem and leaves, and then put the other white centered apple piece white side up on top of that. Staple down the center where the crease is with three staples to connect together.
vi. Fold the outer pieces on both sides to make the apple stand up

d. Upon completion, quiz the students on the parts of the apple (skin, fruit, seeds, stem, and leaves)

	Assessment/Evaluation Strategy: Observation, Work Sample
Grade on apple blossom worksheet

Completion of 3-D apple project correctly
Answers given to random questioning

Participation in group discussions


Lesson Plan #2
An Apple Tree through the Seasons
	Concept/Skill To Be Learned:
How an apple grows on a tree

	Unit Outcomes:

Students will identify the life cycle of an apple tree through its seasons.

Students will describe each tree as it looks in each season.

Students will learn the seasons of the year as they apply to an apple tree.

	Lesson Objectives:
To learn how an apple grows on a tree
To retell the life cycle of  an apple tree

To describe the apple tree in each season

	Time Allotment:  45 - 60 minutes

	Materials/Resources Needed:
“How Do Apples Grow” by Betsy Maestro

All About Apples worksheet – mini book

Apple Tree Book worksheet

Tissue paper – green, red, pink, white

Glue

Colored pencils

	Procedures:
1. Complete “All About Apples” mini book – worksheet in folder (10-15 minutes)
a. Read the worksheet with the students, let them color it, then have them cut it apart and assemble. Have them put the pages in number order…staff checks then staples together

2. Read, “How Do Apples Grow” by Betsy Maestro discussing the book as it is read (10-15 minutes)
a. Discuss how an apple tree changes through the seasons

3. Complete Apple Tree Book worksheet (30-40 minutes)
a. Color all of the trees and the grass below them

b. Cut apart the boxes containing the trees

c. Glue to green construction paper in this order: winter, spring, summer, autumn

i. SEE EXAMPLE FOR CLARITY

d. Discuss what the trees look like in each season then decorate them accordingly with tissue paper (put square on end of pencil, wrap around the end, dip into glue lightly, then attach to the tree)

i. Green squares – leaves

ii. Pink/White squares – apple blossoms

iii. Red squares – apples



	Assessment/Evaluation Strategy: Observation, Work Sample

Grade on Apple Tree Book project
Answers to random questioning

Participation in group discussions


Lesson Plan #3
Patterns with Apples
	Concept/Skill To Be Learned:
Creating a ABC pattern 
Parts of an apple

How an apple grows

Fractions ½, ¼, whole

	Unit Outcomes:

Students will create an AB and ABC pattern using apples.

Students will understand fractions (halves, fourths, whole).

Students will demonstrate fractions using an apple. 

Students will learn math terms that pertain to using apples in real life.

	Lesson Objectives:
To create an ABC pattern with apple halves
To identify the parts of the apple (skin, fruit, stem, color, shape)

To predict how an apple grows

To identify half, quarter, and whole as it applies to the apple

	Time Allotment:  45 - 60 minutes

	Materials/Resources Needed:
“I Am An Apple” by Jean Marzollo and copies for each child

Knife

6 to 8 apples

Large sheets of white construction paper (12” x 18”)

Red, green, yellow tempera paint

Black permanent marker (teacher will put each child’s name on their construction paper)

	Procedures:
1. Read, “I Am An Apple” by Jean Marzollo (10-15 minutes)
a. Each student will have their own copy to read along with

b. Encourage the students to predict the story…it is all about how an apple grows—make sure to point out the STAR in the center
2. Apple Prints (30-45 minutes)
a. Discuss outside parts – skin, color, shape, stem, leaves (if there are any)

b. Staff cut the apple in halves, quarters– 
i. As you cut the apples discuss the fraction – the whole before you cut it, the half (both ways) and the quarter
ii. through the middle making a top and bottom – horizontally

iii. through the sides making a left half and a right half – vertically
iv. make a left & right half then cut into quarters
c. Discuss inside parts – seeds, fruit, holes where seeds develop, star pattern that seed pods make
d. Review the cut apple fractions before making the patterns
e. Using red, green, & yellow paint, make several ABC patterns using the apple halves and quarters – cut more apples to place on the paint trays
i. Teacher does first one to demonstrate
ii. LIGHTLY dip the apple in the paint and press on to large sheets of construction paper
iii. Make note of the star pattern when the print is made
iv. Allow the students to make their patterns


	Assessment/Evaluation Strategy: Observation, Work Sample

Grade on pattern worksheet (did they make an ABC pattern)
Participation in group discussion, prediction of story


Lesson Plan #4
Apple Fun – Scientific Investigation
	Concept/Skill To Be Learned:
Apple taste of sweet and sour
Graphing

	Unit Outcomes:

Students will graph sweet and sour tastes of apples.

Students will read a graph.

Students will answer questions pertaining to a graph.

Students will identify several types of apples.

Students will identify the colors of an apple.
Students will experiment with the weight, buoyancy, and size of an apple. 

Students will compare and contrast seeds of different types of apples. 

	Lesson Objectives:
To decipher the tastes of sweet and sour
To graph groups of answers 

To read a graph

	Time Allotment:  60 - 75 minutes

	Materials/Resources Needed:
“Apples” by Inez Snyder and a copy for each student
Apple Fun worksheet

6-8 different types of apples (ex: Granny Smith, Red Delicious, Golden Delicious, Cameo, etc.)

Knife

Red, green, yellow apple die cuts 

Apple Pattern worksheets

	Procedures:
1. Read, “Apples” by Inez Snyder as a group (10-15 minutes)
a. Each student will have their own copy to read along with

b. Encourage students to read familiar words – stop and let them fill in the blanks where stop

2. Apple Fun worksheet (20-30 minutes)
a. Place apples at the front of the room and randomly draw students names to choose the apple they wish to explore

b. Hand out a worksheet to each child, read each question aloud and complete the tasks. 

c. For question number 6, glue the stem and seeds to the paper

3. Apple Taste Test (30-40 minutes)
a. Cut several types of apples into eighths and place each type on its own plate with the name written on the plate. 

b. Write the name of each type of apple on a paper apple (the color of the apple should match the color paper apple) and place it near the plate

c. Each student will taste each type of apple and decide if the apple tastes sweet or sour

d. After deciding what it tastes like, the teacher will choose one student to place the paper apple on piece of chart paper that will graph SWEET taste and SOUR taste

e. In the end, count how many of each and write the number on the paper AND have the students put a star on the apple type they liked the best

4. Apple Fact sentence writing (10-15 minutes)
a. Use the prompt, “Today I tasted a lot of apples! My favorite kind of apple was ______________________.”

b. Write this on the board, then use the Apple Pattern (worksheets 39 &40) to assemble and apple following picture directions on the worksheet

c. Students will then write the sentence on the center of their apple filling in the blank with their answer

	Assessment/Evaluation Strategy: Observation, Work Sample

Apple pattern assembly and sentence written correctly
Counting the apples in the graph to give a correct answer
Participation in group discussions & apple taste test


Lesson Plan #5
Apple Review
	Concept/Skill To Be Learned:
Who Johnny Appleseed was and what he did to change America

	Unit Outcomes:

Students will research the life of John Chapman.

Students will discuss who John Chapman was and his importance to society today.

Students will compare and contrast life now to the life of John Chapman.

Students will analyze the importance of John Chapman on society today.

	Lesson Objectives:
To learn who Johnny Appleseed is
To retell the story of Johnny Appleseed

	Time Allotment:  30 - 45 minutes

	Materials/Resources Needed:
Computer
www.unitedstreaming.com
Johnny Appleseed worksheet

Markers

Pencil

	Procedures:
1. Watch Unitedstreaming video of Johnny Appleseed (20 – 30 minutes)

a. (www.unitedstreaming.com ) 

b. User Name: nwoescjri           Password:  ****** (would be provided in plan)
c. If it is not up, search Johnny Appleseed and watch the first video on the list that comes up (10:56 length)
d. At the end of the movie, have the students verbally take the quiz at the end – teacher has to read the question out loud and students answer out loud
2. Complete Johnny Appleseed worksheet in folder (10-15 minutes)
a. Color pictures, read sentences together, then have each student retell how an apple tree grows

b. Talk about what Johnny Appleseed did in the movie

	Assessment/Evaluation Strategy: Observation, Work Sample

Graded Johnny Appleseed worksheet
Participation in group discussion


Post Assessment

The post assessment will cover the entire unit and will be two-fold to test the knowledge of each student but at their own levels. The first activity will be a hands-on activity using the apple tree from the preassessment and the second will involve the use of random questioning. 
For the first activity, each student will be given 3 apples cut out from construction paper. On each apple the students will write one fact that they learned about an apple. When everyone has finished writing their fact, each student will be called to the front of the room to state their fact and then place it on the tree that was used for the preassessment. This will create the final part of the modified KWL chart. Their facts will represent the LEARNED portion of that chart.
For the second activity, students will be shown worksheets and projects used during the unit and will be asked questions about them. Since the students in the special education classroom all learn at different levels and in different ways, this type of post assessment will give the teacher a first hand look at what each has learned. When the random questioning is given regarding the projects and worksheets, easier, more concrete questions will be given to those students who are at a lower level of learning and more technical, more precise questions will be given to those who are on or near their current grade level. The teacher will decide whether or not the students met their learning outcomes for the unit by listening to their responses. 

A list of questions for the post assessment are as follows:

· What 3 colors can an apple be? Red, green, yellow

· What is the name of the flower that grows on an apple tree? Apple blossom

· Tell me what an apple tree looks like in:
· Spring – apple blossoms on the trees

· Summer – leaves only, apples are just forming

· Fall/Autumn – apples on the trees

· Winter – no leaves, no apples

· What is the word for the tree in the winter when it is sleeping? Dormant

· Who is Johnny Appleseed? The man responsible for planting the first apple seeds

· What was Johnny Appleseed’s real name? John Chapman

· How do apple blossoms get pollinated? By insects or wind

· What is the bright, colorful part of the apple blossom called? Petal

· What are the small green leaves at the bottom of the apple blossom called? Sepals

· What part of the apple blossom contains the pollen? Pistol

· Where does the apple form in an apple blossom? Stamen

· What are 3 foods that can be made with apples? Answers will vary

· What are the two main tastes of an apple? Sweet and sour

· What is the outside colorful part of the apple called? Skin

· What is the inside white part of the apple called? Fruit

· What holds the apple to an apple tree? Stem

· What are the little black things inside of the apple? Seeds

· Do apples all have the same number of seeds inside? No

· When you cut an apple in half between the stem and the bottom, what shaped do the seed pods make inside the fruit? Star

· On the bottom of an apple there are dried, brown leaf-like parts. What are they? The sepals from the apple blossom
