Indus Valley River Civilization Unit
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	Lesson Topic:
   Indus Valley Seals & Essential Questions
	Day 2 of 7


Essential Questions
	1) How has the Indus Valley River Civilization affected the Eastern Hemisphere today?  Why should we be interested in the Indus Valley Culture?
2) How does the geography (location, environment, region, place), climate, and natural resources affect the way people lived and worked?  How does it affect the way people in the Eastern Hemisphere live and work today in?
3) Students will create their own essential questions throughout this unit.



Lesson Summary 

	Summary:  In this lesson, the students will be made aware of the Essential Questions recommended by the teacher that students will be researching, reflecting on and responding to throughout the unit. Students will be put into groups to create their own Essential Questions to research.  A mini-lesson will be presented on the Indus Valley seals.  Students will create a personal seal in Art Class during the week to use later in the unit.  



Standards, Indicators, Objectives

	Strands, Topics, and Content Statements:

(Grade 6) Strand- History

· Topic: Early Civilizations:  The eight features of civilizations include cities, well-organized central governments, complex religions, job specialization, social classes, arts and architecture, public works and writing. Early peoples developed unique civilizations. Several civilizations established empires with legacies influencing later peoples. 
· Content Statement: (#2) Early civilizations (India, Egypt, China and Mesopotamia) with unique governments, economic systems, social structures, religions, technologies and agricultural practices and products flourished as a result of favorable geographic characteristics. The cultural practices and products of these early civilizations can be used to help understand the Eastern Hemisphere today. 
 (Grade 6) Strand- Geography

· Topic: Places and Regions- A place is a location having distinctive characteristics, which give it meaning and character and distinguish it from other locations. A region is an area with one or more common characteristics, which give it a measure of homogeneity and make it different from surrounding areas. Regions and places are human constructs.
· Content Statement: (#5) Regions can be determined, classified and compared using various criteria (e.g., landform, climate, population, cultural, economic).
· Topic: Human Systems
Human systems represent the settlement and structures created by people on Earth’s surface. The growth, distribution and movements of people are driving forces behind human and physical events. Geographers study patterns in cultures and the changes that result from human processes, migrations and the diffusion of new cultural traits.
· Content Statement(s):
(#6) Variations among physical environments within the Eastern Hemisphere influence human activities. Human activities also alter the physical environment.
(#7) Political, environmental, social and economic factors cause people, products and ideas to move from place to place in the Eastern Hemisphere in the past and today.
Objectives:
Students will be able to…
· Create their own essential questions based on their interests and general knowledge of the Indus Valley. 

· Identify uses for the Indus Valley seals through mini-lesson, research from differentiated articles, small group discussion, and chart.


Resources

	· PowerPoint
· Projector & screen

· Pictures of Indus Valley Seals: http://www.flickr.com/photos/28433765@N07/sets/72157613010189937/ 
· Article used for below grade-level students (provide enough for number of students in the group):

http://www.harappa.com/seal/seal1.html, http://indiansaga.com/history/seals_indusvalley.html, http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/objects/RRbS0YxzQQa88y_xkV1ADg  
· Article used for on grade-level students (provide enough for number of students in the group):
http://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/highlights/highlight_objects/asia/s/indus_seal.aspx 
· Article used for above grade-level students (provide enough for number of students in the group): http://archaeology.about.com/od/indusrivercivilizations/ss/indus_seals_3.htm
· Chart for Indus Valley seal research (one per student) 
· Pencil


Procedures  

	Introduction to Lesson
· Displayed on the SmartBoard will be the “What Will I Learn Today?” slide.
You will…
1) Review the 5 themes of geography 

2) Be introduced to the Essential Questions for research

3) Create an Essential Question with your group

4) Read an article on the Indus Valley seal and share information in a small group

Lesson
    Part 1:

· The teacher will begin the lesson by introducing the Essential questions for the unit (listed above).

· The teacher will explain that the students will be working in pairs to research these questions and that they will use their research to create a final project and activity.  

· Students will be held accountable for the group work through peer and self-assessment (introduced in the following lesson).  

· Students will then be put into small groups heterogeneously to create their own  Essential Questions based on their curiosities and interest in the civilization.
· During this time the teacher will be circulating through the room to observe progress and offer help if necessary. 

· Groups will brainstorm information pertaining to their interests and general knowledge of the Indus Valley civilization.

· Groups will come up with one question each to share out to the class and explain why their group has chosen this question. 

· Class will vote on two questions to add to the two the teacher has already created.

· Students will be encouraged to research their question if it was not chosen by the class.

    Part 2:

· Teacher will introduce the Indus Valley seals that were used during that time period. 
· Teacher will show pictures using http://www.flickr.com/photos/28433765@N07/sets/72157613010189937/
· Students will be given an article pertaining to the Indus Valley seals.  These articles are based on students reading abilities.  
· Students will read the article independently and complete a graphic organizer to share information that was learned about the purpose of the seals.  

· Once students are finished, they will get into groups of three with each article and information represented and fill-in any information that is missing or add information to their charts.

ASSESSMENT: The teacher will monitor group work during both the creation of the Essential Questions and the sharing of information from the differentiated articles about the Indus Valley seals.   Using scale score teacher will give each student points for their group participation and cooperation within their different groups today.  Students will be assessed on chart completed on the Indus Valley seals.  Two points will be given for each section: 2 points – information accurate and complete; 1 point – some information is missing or incomplete; 0 points – inaccurate or missing information.
Differentiation

· Three different articles will be available for students to read about the Indus Valley seals.  These articles were chosen based on the student reading ability and grade level ability.  Teacher will assign as appropriate.
Closure to Lesson                                                            

· As the students finish discussing and filling-in their Indus Valley seal information charts, the teacher will collect them.
Enrichment/Extension

· Students will be creating a seal of their choosing during Art class.  This seal will be using later in the unit on day 7 during a trading activity that will represent out the Indus Valley civilians may have used these seals. 


Name ___________________

Partner #1 _________________

Partner #2 _________________

_____________________________________

Tile of Article
Directions:  Use your article to complete the following chart.  If your article does not have information to answer a question, you must write something another person has found from their article.

	Who

Used the seals?


	

	What 

were they made out of?
	

	When 

were the used?

	

	Where 

were they found?

	

	Why 

were they used?

	

	How 

were they made?

	


