Creating Cell Organelle Concept Map Using CmapTools Software

Goals: Learn basic CmapTools skills; create cell organelle concept map using CmapTools; link your map to the class map.

Part One:  Introduction to basic CmapTools features and creating your first map.

Under Applications on your laptop, find IHMC CmapTools.  Click open the application.  It will ask if you want to update the software. Do NOT do an update. Hit the red circle in the top left corner to close the update window.  Be patient while CmapTools opens.  NOTE that CmapTools opens automatically in a “Views – CmapTools” window at the “Cmaps in My Computer” mode indicated by the selected box in the top left corner of the window.

1. Create your concept map.  From the Menu bar, choose "File" and under it, select “New Cmap.”

2. When a blank, untitled Cmap opens, click in the center to create a concept oval. Type a concept word in the oval.  You can click on and drag this concept to the top of the page.

3. To create a linkage between two concepts (a propositional linkage), point and click the small box with arrows at the top of the concept oval.  Drag the arrow to where you want the new concept.  Label the new concept in the oval.  Label the linking word in the box connecting the two concepts.  Continue this with all your concepts.

4. Draw and label a crosslink.  Point to the arrow box at the top of a concept on one side of the map and drag it to a concept it can connect with.  Label the linking word.

5. Attach a resource. Minimum of 1 resource.  Maximum of 4 resources. If your digital resource is a file (such as a jpg or Word document), drag and drop your resource into the My Cmaps folder.  Do the same with a web address.  Under "Edit" on the Menu bar, go to "Add and Edit Links to Resources".  Drag the concept that you want to link into the area for adding resources.  Click on the resource you want to work with and fill in the Resource Window.  You can choose the type of resource under "Group" (e.g., websites are HTML Composites).  You will need to put in a title.  Click OK when  you are done 

6. Now drag the Resource from your "My Cmaps" folder over the concept oval where you want the resource to be linked.  A small resource icon should appear at the bottom of your concept word.

7. Having difficulties?  Call for help.  NOTE the Cmap “Help” Function in the Menu Bar.  There is a full selection of options to choose from.

8. Note: There are two locations of importance indicated in the “Views - CmapTools”  Window:  “My Cmaps,  or “Cmaps in My Computer” which stores concept maps on your computer’s hard drive” and “Shared Places” or “Shared Cmaps in Places”, which allows you to collaborate on concept maps via the web.

Part Two:  Attach your work to the class map.

Go back to the "Views - Cmap Tools" Window and select “Shared Cmaps in Places.”  Go to "IHMC Public2".  Double click to open the folder (or click the triangle to the left of the folder title).  You will now need to open four folders in sequence.  In each case, double click on the folder to open it.  A new window will open each time you open the folder.  Here are the directions for doing so:

1. Scroll down about halfway through the alphabetical listing and OPEN the LHS Gimble HFry Folder.  

2. Open the Cell Structure Red Folder. 

3. Open the Resources for Cell Structure Red Folder. 

4. Open the Cell Structures Folder.

Ask for assistance to connect your work to the class resources.  You will need to:

1. Create a folder for your concept map and associated resources in the My Cmaps view in the "View Cmap Tools" window.  To do this go to file and select New Folder.  Label the folder with the name of your organelle and your class section color (red, blue or green).  Drag your Cmap and all resources from your "My Cmaps" folder into the folder you just created. 

2. From  the “My Maps”  window, drag your whole folder and drop it into the “Cell Structures” folder that should still be open on your desktop.

3. Time permitting, open your folder and drag your organelle concept map over the corresponding organelle concept oval in the Cell Structure concept map that goes with your class.  Fill out the added resource window that appears with the title of the resource your choose.  Identify the source of your resource.

4. Check your work.  Do this by opening the Cell Structure concept map for your section.  Click the icon that opens up your organelle’s concept map.  Click the resource icons on your concept map to affirm that all resource links are functioning.
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