Development of the United States as a World Power 

Statement of Purpose

Today the United States is a leader in worldwide affairs, this was not always so. The United States started to become a power in the world beginning with our policy of imperialism of the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  The United State’s imperialistic ventures along with WWI and WWII led to our becoming a superpower during the 1950’s and lasting to our present time.  It is important for students to realize that we were not always the power that we are now and imperialism was one of the catalysts to our getting to this point.

This unit will cover the justification for the United States imperialism, the Spanish American War and the expansion in East Asia, Central Asia and the Caribbean. These events go on to influence United States history and are relevant in many of the following events of the next century.  The period of imperialism led to the United States occupation of the Philippines, Puerto Rico, Hawaii as well as extending influence in China and Central America, specifically Panama.  This period of imperialism showed that the United States could contend with the European powers of the time and would allow us to play major roles in WWI and then WWII.

The Curriculum is consistent with the Ohio State Social Studies Standards (History 5a,b).  This unit will allow students to analyze the reasons that the United States gained control of foreign counties through imperialism and the impact on people living in the controlled territory.  This unit is a vital link between the United States becoming a country and the United States as a world power.  It will be taught over a period of three weeks to United States History classes.  Students will be required to analyze reasons for imperialism, as well as the process and effects (both on the United States and native peoples) of imperialism.  Students will be required to research and present information on the effects that imperialism had on the native peoples and overall culture.

