Evaluation Strategies

Integrated Science, a year long course for eighth graders

Evolutionary Theory

For the unit on evolutionary theory, diagnostic, formative and summative assessments will be used through out this unit for evaluation strategies to assess student outcomes.

Diagnostic Assessments

To begin this unit, students will complete a pre-assessment covering the major ideas of evolutionary theory.  This will help address any science misconceptions and any learning gaps that students may have from the sixth and seventh grade.    

Formative Assessments

To assess what students are learning through out the unit, several different types of formative assessments will be used.  Teacher observations will be used on a daily basis to encourage extended learning and identify any need for redirection or reteaching.  Students will also be assessed on their science journal and graphic organizers will be used to see what connections students are making to what is being taught and learned.

At the beginning and end of each class, a short “do now” question will be used to determine student understanding of the lesson from the previous day and current day’s lesson.  Question and answer sessions will be used through out the unit to elicit responses to assess student outcomes.  Short cycle assessments will be given periodically that addresses each content standard of evolutionary theory

Summative Assessments

Students will be assessed at the end of the unit with a quarterly assessment.  This assessment will resemble the format of the Ohio Science Achievement Test.  It will be comprised of multiple choice questions, short answer and extended response questions.  Each short answer and extended response question/answer will be guided by rubrics.

