

Unit Outcomes:

1. Teachers will learn the basics of the 6 + 1 Traits of Writing process and assessment strategies.

Time Period Objectives:

1. Teachers  will cover the first two traits of writing; Ideas & Organization

2. Teachers will identify different ways to introduce writing ideas and how to create a writing friendly classroom.

3. Teachers will explain how these differences can impact the writing process in their classroom.

4. Teachers will prepare at least one lesson using the first two traits of writing.

Materials Needed:

1. Hand-outs of the first two traits of writing.

2. Examples of IDEAS & ORGANIZATION techniques  www.nwrel.org/assessment/gettingstarted.php?odelay=1&d=1 

3. Examples of Lesson plans used for these traits of writing  www.nwrel.org 

Procedures:


Before Lesson:
1. Teachers will review previous day’s work by reacquainting themselves with their list of traits and what they thought was necessary to produce a good piece of writing.  The next step is to introduce all six traits + 1 and look at the similarities and find the commonality and purpose of why they were chosen.  Did all the groups recognize these same traits in one way or another?  Can they all see why these six traits are necessary? (5-10 minutes)

During Lesson:

1. Now that teachers have a basic understand of how the six traits concept came about we can introduce the first two traits in writing.  The first trait is vitally important and that is the IDEA trait.  Once the definition is given they then can go to the website listed above and search lessons that focus on the IDEA trait and choose one they can apply in their classroom or make one of their own.  (10-15 minutes)

2. Now that teachers have some footing underneath them and have a list of ideas to take into their classroom on how to create ideas and utilize it properly in the classroom you will move into the ORGANIZATION trait.    Once the teachers understand the definition they will go and research different lesson plans for the organization of a piece of writing.  What is really great is that they can also look at writing prompts such as persuasive, narrative, and expository essays.  Have the teachers choose one that they would like to see and put three teams together that will work on preparing this lesson to teach the other the next day.  (30 min.)

Key Questions:

1. How are the first two six traits different than your definition?

2. Are you flexible enough to change what you are doing to better serve your student population?

Summary/Closure/Evaluation:

1. The teachers will be reminded to put the finishing touches on their lessons and notify them that they will receive more time when they arrive the next day.   Also make them aware that other teachers will critique their lessons and give positive feedback on how they could improve or offer different suggestions in what they have already learned about the six trait writing process.  The lead teacher will also type up the three different lessons plans for the entire group of teachers.

2. At the end of today the teachers will make comments on the graffiti board on how they feel things are going with the lessons and what the lead teacher can do to clarify it. (10 minutes)










