

Unit Outcomes:

1. Teachers will learn the basics of the 6 + 1 Traits of Writing process and assessment strategies.  

2. Teachers will perform the six traits writing lessons in their own classrooms and report on the results.

3. Teachers will analyze the results and decide if any changes need to be made or clarification on what a certain trait may mean in order to properly deliver the lesson.

Time Period Objectives:
1. Teachers  will cover traits five and six; Writing Conventions and Sentence Fluency

2. Teachers will identify different ways to introduce writing ideas and how to create a writing friendly classroom.

3. Teachers will explain how these differences can impact the writing process in their classroom.

Materials Needed:
· Hand-outs of writing traits.

· Examples of Writing conventions and Sentence Fluency  techniques  www.nwrel.org/assessment/gettingstarted.php?odelay=1&d=1 

· Examples of Lesson plans used for these traits of writing  www.nwrel.org
Procedures:


Before the lesson:

1. Teachers will turn in homework from the day before.

2. Discussion of the difficulty of creating the lessons.

3. Create a list of misunderstandings and clear them up ASAP (10min.)

During the lesson:

1. Introduce traits five and six.  Unfortunately because of time restraints you will not have the opportunity to completely cover the presentation trait.

2. Now that the teachers have all six traits they can look at the whole process together and look at examples from the websites that utilize all six.  What also needs to be known is that sometimes these traits go together and other times you use only four.  It truly depends on what your students are writing and at what level they are at.  

3. While the lead teacher is looking over their homework the teachers are researching final lessons to take home and discussion how to implement them.  (20 min.)

Key Questions:

1. Has your opinion of writing changed?

2. Do you now have new ideas to take to your classroom and can you implement them successfully?
Summary/Closure/Evaluation

1. The lead teacher will hand back lesson plans and explain overall impression of what the teachers produced.  The lead teacher will also add anything she deems necessary to the last two definitions of traits and briefly explain the rubrics that are also listed on the website.

2. The teacher will now hand back the anticipation guide.  The teachers will then go back and reread and either keep their original answer or put down a new answer in a different color of ink.  Then answer the key questions.  More training will be needed, but this is just the beginning.

Writing Anticipation Guide

Directions:  You will answer each question or statement with TRUE or FALSE at the end.  

1. Writing is taught by lecture and where students are given a topic to write about and it is written in a certain format.  False
2. Ideas, Organizations, Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, Conventions, and Presentations need to be used at all times when using the 6 + 1 Traits of Writing.  False
3. Using a rubric is the best way to assess student writing.  True
4. Having a creative climate where a variety of opinions are valued and honored will help students to develop better attitudes towards writing.  True
5. Read, Read, and Read to students to improve writing skills.  True
6. Grading every piece of writing is important for student feedback in order to see improvement.  False
7. Its o.k. to just explain how to write an essay, the students will understand.  False
8. Its o.k. to make a mistake when modeling writing in front of the students.  True
9. You should always require students to edit their own work.  True
10. Should you praise the effort, not the results?  True









