

An anticipation guide is used a lot in an English/Language Arts classroom.  It not only gauges what is known it also front loads information to come.  This pre-assessment strategy is great because not only does the teacher gain information on the students background knowledge, it also allows the students a peak into what may be coming next and if they know anything about it.  It builds interest and allows students to ask questions that will help add to their existing background knowledge as well as add confidence in their ability to complete the next project.

The goal of this anticipation guide is to get the teachers thinking about how they introduce writing topics to their students, set up writing expectations, delivery, revision strategies, and the evaluation process.  This also allows the teacher to understand where their strengths and weakness in the writing process lie.  With this information they can then plan their lessons and work to improve teaching skills they are lacking in and then evaluate themselves at the end.  I feel the most powerful you can give a teacher is the ability to look at their own teaching and how they can change it to better accommodate their students and themselves.  

The anticipation guide will be a set of ten questions that the teachers will answer either true or false.  These questions will be based on the six traits and hypothetically how writing should be taught in the classroom.  These pre-assessment worksheets will be collected until the end of the five day unit on six traits.  Once everything has been taught the teachers will receive their anticipation guides back and be asked if they need to change any of their answers or if their opinions have changed.  The correct answers will then be revealed and the teachers will then evaluate the differences of what they thought in the beginning and what they have learned in the process.  They will then report out their differences and how these differences will change the teaching in the current classroom and open any discussions on how they can accomplish this task.  

Writing Anticipation Guide

Directions:  You will answer each question or statement with TRUE or FALSE at the end.  

1. Writing is taught by lecture and where students are given a topic to write about and it is written in a certain format.  __________

2. Ideas, Organizations, Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, Conventions, and Presentations need to be used at all times when using the 6 + 1 Traits of Writing.  __________

3. Using a rubric is the best way to assess student writing.  ___________

4. Having a creative climate where a variety of opinions are valued and honored will help students to develop better attitudes towards writing.  ___________

5. Read, Read, and Read to students to improve writing skills.  ___________

6. Grading every piece of writing is important for student feedback in order to see improvement.  ___________

7. Its o.k. to just explain how to write an essay, the students will understand.  __________

8. Its o.k. to make a mistake when modeling writing in front of the students.  __________

9. You should always require students to edit their own work.  __________

10. Should you praise the effort, not the results?  ___________










