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In the field of Language Arts, English, or Writing each teacher has their own way of teaching and assessing student writing.  Along with different teaching techniques I feel that writing lacks context in curriculum.  We don’t make writing real for our students.  Instead we lecture on format, revisions, and grammar.  We don’t make writing enjoyable or even begin to make it relevant to their world.  I believe that 6 + 1 Traits of Writing is part of the solution to this problem.  This writing program allows for common language, revision practices, and assessment strategies throughout all grade levels.  With the consistency of these items and using the interactive approach that this program introduces I think school districts would be on their way to improving Language Arts writing skills and writing across the curriculum.

The 6 + 1 Traits of Writing program was created because teachers wanted more than just a single score from a standardized test to judge their students’ academic writing.  Therefore they sat down and tried to come up with a list of common traits that everyone was looking for, they found six; ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, conventions, and presentation.  These traits are the foundation of this writing assessment model and the basis for descriptive criteria that we use to define the quality of good writing at different levels of achievements.  Depending on what grade level you teach the level of student with or without a disability you will be able to improve their writing skills using these traits.  

While the six traits are very important they cannot stand alone.  You need a common tool to also assess these traits and how your students apply them.  Another major issue with many districts have in their writing curriculum is an inconsistent grading system.  There are teachers who are very tough and grade a lot on writing conventions, while others look at format and content.  What I have found is that there needs to be a balanced system in the assessment process.  If you use these six traits and the rubrics that they provide you can add continuity to every grade level and every teacher on how they assess their students.  The importance of this is that not only English teachers can use this program, but any teacher who requires some form of writing in their subject area.  If a student needs to write a descriptive paragraph in science they should have those students follow the same six traits they use in their English classes and so on.  There would be no confusion for the students on what each teacher expects or failure to understand how to write the assignment.  This can be a universal system that carries on throughout their entire education until they graduate.  

To have teachers thoroughly understand how to apply the six traits would be an extremely long process and require more time than I can give them justice in a five day unit on 6 + 1 Traits of Writing.  Therefore I am going to choose a lesson and show you at least four out of the six traits and how to apply them to a Jr. High English classroom.  Most of these techniques can be applied to any writing curriculum.  If you look at my current concept may I have mapped out our current writing curriculum and what major essays need to be completed.  Please understand that this does not include all of our state standards and there are other forms of writing that we teach in between these major essays, such as basic paragraphs, writing conventions, cause & effect, and compare & contrast essays.  I will also try to employ “The classroom meeting model, Type Two”.  This is the open-ended meeting that promotes discussion of any thought provoking questions, problems, or issues that relates to my students and what is happening in their lives.  This meeting may also deal with what is being taught in my classroom.  I know that my current concept may is not really geared towards curriculum in context.  My hope is that be employing a couple of new strategies that I can attempt to close that gap and make writing more meaningful for  my students and how they will continue to use it in their academic lives.
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