Evaluation Strategy


Evaluation is extremely important on all levels of the spectrum. Consistent and thorough evaluation can better a students' learning environment. With so much emphasis placed on state testing, evaluation is critical in every grade level, starting in elementary school, so a strategy to improve test scores is in place. 


With first grade students, assessment can be difficult because students are not ready to take a paper/pencil test at the beginning of year, when their reading ability is not to its fullest potential. Various forms of assessment are limited, but more hands-on and whole group assessment approaches are used. 


For the bear unit various forms of evaluation will be done. Formative assessment will be done through pencil paper writing. Writing samples, comprehension answers,  whole group discussion and classroom observation will be done. This will also be done in correlation to a pre- test, allowing students to provide known knowledge of bears. A post-test is given by the students providing knowledge they have learned. Using this approach allows the teacher to address all standards covered and mastered. 


Summative assessment will be evaluated over years measuring student growth and effectiveness of the presentation of curriculum. With a curriculum director, a school staff can sit down and discuss what areas on the state tests are poor and how they can be improved at each level. Meetings between grade level and building can be set up and look at standards covered, re-covered, or not covered well enough to improve skills on all levels. 


Using assessment information, such as test scores broken down and value-added, as well as evaluation strategies,  a school districts' curriculum will improve. Areas of strength and weakness will be made noticeable and actions will then be taken to correct and success at various levels will be achieved. 

