	Appendix 2 — Disability in Australia
Unless otherwise stated, the statistical information and commentary in this report has been extracted from the Disability Services Census 1997 and 1998, the 1998 Disability, Ageing and Carers Survey, the Disability Data Report Issue No.2 April 1999 and the Report on Government Services 2000.

The Disability Services Census is produced by the FaCS. It reports on all Commonwealth funded disability services operating and all people with a disability receiving assistance from Commonwealth disability employment services.64 

The 1998 Disability, Ageing and Carers Survey presents a summary of the results collected by the Australian Bureau of Statistics throughout Australia from 16 March 1998 to 29 May 1998.

FaCS also published the Disability Data Report Issue No.2 April 1999. It integrates information from the catalogues, primarily the 1993 Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers and 1997 Disability Services Census.

The Report on Government Services is published by the Productivity Commission and provides information relating to services provided under the Commonwealth/State Disability Agreement (CSDA). 

These reports are considered to be the most accurate and up-to-date statistical information on the disability employment assistance sector. 

Population projections
The Disability Data Report states that Australia’s population is projected to rise from 18.7 million people in 1998 to 23 million in 2030, an increase of 23 per cent. Over the same period, the population aged 15-64 years is projected to increase by 15 per cent. These projections highlight Australia’s ageing population, where the proportion of the population aged 15-64 years is expected to decline from 67 per cent in 1998 to 63 per cent in 2030.

However, the states and territories are expected to experience differing rates of growth. The populations of the Northern Territory, Queensland, and Western Australia are expected to grow at rates much higher than the national average of 23 per cent (86%, 60% and 45% respectively). The populations of Tasmania, Australian Capital Territory, and South Australia are expected to decline over this period, with the Tasmanian population decreasing by 28 per cent.

The 1998 Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers survey found that there were 3,610,300 people with disabilities, representing 19 per cent of the Australian population. The majority (87%) reported specific restrictions in core activities, such as self care, mobility or communication, or in their ability to participate in schooling or employment. Since the first disability survey in 1981, there has been a steady increase in the underlying disability rate. After adjusting for changes between surveys and age distribution of the population, the rate has increased from 15 per cent in 1981 to 19 per cent in 1998. The greater part of the increase between 1993 and 1998 reflects the number of people with severe and profound restrictions. 

The Disability Data Report states that the number of people with a severe or profound handicap is projected to rise from approximately 810,000 in 1998 to 927,900 in 2005 representing an increase of 15 per cent. The population with a severe and profound handicap aged 15-64 years is projected to rise by 13 per cent. This is compared to an increase of 18 per cent for people aged 65 years and over.

Disability status
The ABS 1998 Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers reports that of the 3,610,300 people reported to have a disability, 3,155,900 people have a specific restriction.

Of the people with specific restrictions, 1,135,900 had a profound or severe core activity restriction (6% of the Australian population) 1,692,100 had a moderate or mild core activity restriction (9% of the Australian population) and 1,660,400 people have a schooling or employment restriction (9% of the Australian population). 

Rates of severe and profound handicap increase significantly with age. In the age group 35-44 years, 3.5 per cent of people had profound or severe core restrictions compared to 7.1 per cent aged 45-64 years and 21.2 per cent aged 65+ years.

Rates of severe and profound handicap were higher among females than males (218,800 compared to 318,900). This is partly due to the larger number of women aged 65 years and over, the age group with the highest rates of severe and profound handicap. 

For the population of working age (12,477,100) 2,088,000 people (16.7%) had a disability (see Table 1). 

Table 1: Disability status by age (‘000) 
Age group (years) 
Disability status
0—4
5—14
15—24
25—34
35—44
45—64
65+
Total
Profound core activity restriction
14.5
61.7
20.7
24.4
26.2
70.6
319.5
537.7
Severe core activity restriction
13.6
54.8
30.7
46.6
75.2
215.6
161.4
598.2
Moderate core activity restriction
*3.7
15.9
22.3
41.7
89.0
261.3
226.6
660.3
Mild core activity restriction
…
41.9
64.8
88.4
115.4
321.7
399.5
1 031.8
Schooling or employment restriction
…
185.8
148.4
214.0
322.5
789.7
…
1 660.4
All with specific restrictions (b)
31.7
221.1
183.9
255.6
382.0
974.3
1 107.3
3 155.9
All with disability (c)
47.8
249.2
230.9
306.9
436.2
1 114
1 225.2
3 610.3
No disability
1 237
2 378.3
2 438.9
2 570.4
2 446.8
2 932.9
1 045.9
15 050.3
Total
1284.8
2 627.5
2 669.8
2 877.4
2 883.0
4 046.9
2 271.3
18 660.6
 

(a) Core activity comprises communication, mobility and self-care. 
(b) Total may be less than the sum of the components as persons may have both a core activity restriction and a schooling or employment activity restriction. 
(c) Includes those who do not have a specific restriction.
Source: ABS, Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers 1998: Summary of Findings, Tables 2 (Catalogue No. 4430.0). 
Main disabling condition
Of people identified in the 1998 Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers as having a disability, most people (85%) identified physical conditions, including musculo-skeletal disorders such as arthritis, as the main condition causing their disability. Of the remainder, 10.3 per cent identified mental and behavioural disorders and 4.4 per cent intellectual and developmental disorders. The most common disabilities identified are set out in the following table.

Table 2: Persons with a disability, main condition — by disability status 

Profound core activity restriction
Severe core activity restriction
Moderate core activity restriction
Mild core activity restriction
Schooling or employment restriction
All with specific restrictions
All with disability
‘000
‘000
‘000
‘000
‘000
‘000
‘000
Physical conditions
Cancer/lymphomas/leukaemias
*8.4
12.3
10.7
17.2
28.4
52.0
60.0
Endocrine/nutritional/metabolic disorders 
Diabetes
*6.6
9.8
13.6
19.1
23.9
57.7
64.4 
Other
**1.1 
**1.6
**1.8
8.2
*8.7
15.0
17.14 
Total 
*7.7
11.4
15.4
27.3
32.7
72.7
81.5
Diseases of the nervous system
62.7
30.3
23.7
29.1
105.6
161.9
180.7 
Diseases of the eye and adnexa
21.4
18.0
10.5
36.2
21.1
90.9
112.8 
Diseases of the eye and mastoid process
12.0
18.6
20.0
139.0
73.1
214.1
280.7 
Diseases of the circulatory system
Heart disease
21.9
15.5
20.0
57.5
41.9
121.7
135.9 
Stroke
41.3
*7.3
*4.8
8.5
13.6
62.3
63.5
Hypertension
*4.4
*8.5
11.3
28.0
13.4
55.8
71.4
Other
*9.0
*6.6
*8.9
11.9
12.9
38.4
41.4
Total
76.6
37.8
45.0
105.8
81.8
278.2
312.2 
Diseases of the respiratory system
Asthma
12.2
26.7
12.5
64.7
65.5
131.4
171.1
Other
13.8
10.5
21.3
31.3
33.2
84.4
88.6
Total
26.0
37.2
33.8
95.9
98.7
215.8
259.7
Diseases of the digestive system
*4.4
10.0
18.5
18.2
24.1
54.5
68.2 
Diseases of the musculo-skeletal system/connective tissue
Arthritis and related disorders
65.8
85.7
125.8
148.8
154.5
443.9
498.7
Other
39.4
162.9
215.8
182.3
476.6
677.7
741.5
Total
105.2
248.6
341.6
331.1
631.1
1121.6
1240.2
Congenital/perinatal disorders
12.2
*5.2
*7.1
8.0
23.9
34.9
44.5
Injury/poisoning/other external causes
Head injury/brain damage
*6.1
*6.8
*7.4
10.4
21.6
33.1
39.6
Other
15.8
34.1
37.5
63.2
106.2
178.2
206.1
Total
21.9
40.9
44.9
73.6
127.8
211.3
245.7 
Other physical conditions
21.7
35.6
36.7
57.2
87.3
168.5
194.7
Total
380.2
506.0
607.8
938.6
1335.5
2676.3
3081.1
Mental and behavioural disorders
Psychoses/mood affective disorders
Dementia and Alzheimer’s
59.9
*3.8
n.p.
**0.1
-
63.9
64.0 
Mood affective disorders
*8.5
9.2
9.7
19.2
42.8
56.5
63.4 
Other
*6.6
*6.5
**1.8
*4.1
14.8
21.1
22.1
Total
75.1
19.5
11.6
23.5
57.5
141.6
149.6
Neurotic/stress-related/somatoform disorders
Nervous tension/stress
*4.7
10.3
14.8
21.4
40.1
61.0
70.6
Other
*6.0
12.8
*4.3 
*9.1
33.0
41.7
46.4 
Total
10.8
23.1 
19.1
30.6 
73.1
102.6
116.9
Intellectual and developmental disorders
47.7
26.8
12.6
24.3
127.7
149.2
157.3
Other mental and behavioural disorders
24.0
22.8
9.2
14.9
66.5
86.2
105.3
Total
157.5
92.3
52.5
93.2
324.9
479.6
529.2
Total
537.7
598.2
660.3
1031.8
1660.4
3155.9
3610.3 
 

Source: ABS, Disability, Ageing and Carers: Summary of Findings, 4430.0 1998. 

	 

	 



64 The census covered print disability, information, advocacy and employment services, although the consumer information relates only to the employment services a total of 995 services were expected to participate in the census. Of these, 991 services (99.6%) provided information. All of the tables in the Census are based on this response rate.


Source: http://www.facs.gov.au/disability/ood/sws/appendix_two.htm  25/07/2006
