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Significance of Concept Maps
The creation of concept maps clarifies your growing conceptual framework as you learn a new field of study.  This conceptual framework is very significant because it forms one of the filters through which you view and interpret your world and the basis for your problem-solving processes.

Characteristics of Concept Maps
• On a concept map, each individual concept is circled.  Each concept is connected to other concepts by lines.  On each line is a word that describes the relationship between the two concepts.

• Concepts are arranged in a hierarchical scheme.  The most general concepts are at the top.  As you progress to the bottom of a concept map, the concepts get more and more specific.

• Concepts in different parts of the map can be integrated by crosslinks.  One of the strengths of concept maps is that they can show much more than linear outlines how concepts are connected to each other.

How to Make a Concept Map
1. List the concepts.  When you are studying primarily from a textbook, the easy way to do this is to list words that are in bold or italics.  They are generally the most important concepts in the chapter.  

2. Cluster concepts into closely related groups. (It is often easiest to use chapter subheadings to do this clustering.)  

3. Arrange clusters from general to specific.  

4. Draw in connection lines with relationship labels.

5. Add or delete concepts to "make the map work for you."  Some students need to add concepts that they bring from prior experience.  Some students need to delete concepts to improve clarity and cut the confusion created by too many concepts.

6. Crosslinkages within the map or to other prior-constructed maps can be drawn in.

Qualities of Good Concept Maps
1. Concept maps are personal and reflect your own way of thinking.  If you work from someone else's map, you should adapt it to your style.

2. Relationship words are appropriate and are carefully indicated on each line.

3. The map is clear and easy to follow.

4. The map is innovative, offering new insightful connections, creative use of color, powerful crosslinkages among chapters, strong integration of knowledge including notes to other ways of representing knowledge such as text diagrams, charts, graphs, etc.
