Multiplier effects

The new curriculum elements are developed especially with the option to involve in or transfer to actors from other faculties, other universities and other economic sectors. 

Both content and methods are expected to be spread on both university and industrial level:

a) Effective supply chain management (SCM) is recognised throughout the partner countries as extremely relevant and necessary not only for quality-oriented supply of vegetables and fruit, but also for other agricultural and food products. This is why other faculties at HAU, UNSYIAH and CAU have already expressed their strong interest in knowledge transfer and seek to adapt the approach to their fields of activity. The four new modules will lay the foundation for such activities, and research and education activities of participating teachers and sandwich students will boost advance of similar activities among their colleagues. Furthermore, SCM is recognised internationally as extremely relevant wherever goods are produced and distributed, stressing the concern of many different faculties and fields of education and research.

b)  Problem-based learning and functioning uni-industry networks are seen as strong tools in educating university students that are able and fit for coping with the upcoming challenges in food supply and even other economic sectors which are equally faced with transition problems and globalisation of markets. The coordination desks established in the project are expected to become active for all disciplines related to food production. Thus, study projects, internships and mentoring will be integrated in all related curricula. The same will apply to the evaluation system developed within the project – its design will allow for easy transfer.

The following faculties and universities have been identified as future adopters of the curriculum elements:

1. In Indonesia – Animal sciences and fish production at UNSYIAH; different agriculture and food related fields of study at University of North Sumatera, University of Andalas, Bogor Agricultural University, Gadjah Mada University.

2. In Vietnam – Faculties of Economics and Rural Development, of Agronomy and Horticulture and of Food Technology at HAU (with approx. 220 teaching staff); faculties of economics and rural development and faculties of agronomy at the Thai Nguyen University of Economics Agriculture and Forestry, at Hue ThaiNguyen University of Economics and Fiorestry, at Tay Nguyen University, at Thu Duc Agricultural and Forestry University as well as at Can Tho University. Further 400 teachers will be reached there.

3. In China – College of Agronomy and Biotechnology, College of Economics and Management, College of Food Science and Engineering, and College of Resources and Environmental Sciences at CAU (with 150 lecturers). In China, there are more than 30 agricultural universities, which have similar disciplines to CAU. CAU is a leading agricultural university in China and has significant influences of research and teaching on other agricultural universities. If CAU will be successful in developing the new curricula many of them are expected to follow.

Participating teachers will actively promote the project’s achievements and adoption of concepts and activities through project documents and trainings organised by the universities.

c) The concept of supply chain management will be spread among enterprises (producers, processors, distributors, marketing cooperatives and extension services) in horticulture and other food-producing sectors with the following measures:

· through the university-industry cooperation network  (established as integral part of the project), especially round tables

· training seminars and conferences at which enterprises in horticulture and development actors in other sectors are invited to participate (organised by the Asian partner universities)

· publication on the project website, university homepages and other internet sites

· printed project brochures and brochures on supply chain management in Asian context

· the active alumni network

In the European partner countries, project activities will stimulate intensified university-industry cooperation: Visiting Asian teachers and sandwich students will give fresh incentives and force the European actors to view themselves from an international perspective. Interested stakeholders (incl. importers of vegetables and fruit from Asia) will be informed on the project and its results for their benefit in business cooperation.

