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     	This fascinating article describes WordBars, an information retrieval support system developed by the authors to help the user explore web search results and to refine the search query.  WordBars employs similar techniques as earlier systems in that it allows 
users to choose terms to add or remove from their query. But, instead of collecting 
terms from the first ten documents in the initial search, it collect terms from the titles and 
snippets- the short text preview displayed for each web result- of the first 100 document 
surrogates.  
    	WordBars is the third of information retrieval tools that the authors have developed. HotMap was first discussed in http://www2.cs.uregina.ca/~hoeber/download/2006_iv.pdf. Details about Concept Highlighter is at http://www2.cs.uregina.ca/~hoeber/download/2006_awic.pdf
A fourth product, HotMap+WordBars, a combination of HotMap and WordBars is 
discussed at http://www2.cs.uregina.ca/~hoeber/download/2007_ciit.pdf. 
     	The system is intended to provide a bridge between manual and automatic query 
expansion. The user plays an interactive role rather than the usual passive role 
experienced by most users during traditional information retrieval. A unique feature of 
the system is the visual depiction of the frequency of the terms found during the initial 
query, thus giving an immediate indication of what may be relevant to the topic being 
searched. The visual cues consist of histograms with a predetermined color-coded 
pattern that illustrates the frequencies of the commonly used terms in the top search 
results. The color scale mimics a heat scale with frequency terms appearing in red (hot) 
and low frequency terms moving towards the green scale (neutral or warm).  
	Following the initial query, the user gets to evaluate the results by visually inspecting the color-coded histogram and a list of relevant terms. The user can then choose to modify the query by adding or removing query terms. In addition, the user may choose to re-sort the query results by clicking on a specific term. In either case, the system will 
provide additional query results for the user to evaluate. The user-system interaction will 
continue until such time that the user decides to stop.
     	To support the product’s versatility, the authors provide an example of query results based on a specific initial query and another example of results based on a vague initial query. They also disclose the limitation that the system “only supports a simple list of terms in the query.”  A video animation of the product at work can be found at 
http://www2.cs.uregina.ca/~hoeber/WordBars/_doc/WordBars.mov. Please note that this is a correction of the site reported in the article.

