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The authors explain that data, metadata and process are three essential components of a digital library. Additionally, they posit that digital libraries offer a number of advantages such as: (a) the presentation of information in different media, (b) the facilitation of information retrieval by search engines, and (c) simultaneous access of information stored in the digital library. The authors argue that digital libraries play an integral role in education and allow users to: (a) share resources, (b) preserve and organize artifacts and ideas, and (c) come together and share ideas. 


The authors highlight the importance of postgraduate theses to universities. Additionally, they compare and contrast the project Networked Digital Library of Thesis and Dissertations (NDLTD) with the Mixed-media Networked Digital Library (MIND) project. They explain that in contrast with the MIND project the NDLTD stores the thesis documents, and supports only text retrieval. 


They argue for the inclusion of media other than text in digital libraries and present examples of mixed-media information retrieval system. The authors describe the work on the MIND project. Additionally, they explain that their work provides an environment for the automatic capture, indexing and retrieval of dissertation text, images, slides and video from a digital library of graduate theses. The authors: (a) introduce the term "digital library" and its advantages, (b) present the background to the field of mixed-media information retrieval, and (c) present the description of the architecture of the first prototype, and mention on-going and future work.

