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Brown describes the lack of a comprehensive information retrieval system for the vast amount of health information that is available on the World Wide Web. The health care profession ranks many of their findings based on “evidence based” information. For specific changes to be incorporating into care, that information should be based on research that is valid and has evidence that changes in care increase the quality of care. Brown proposes that a search engine not only retrieve health care information, but that the information retrieved is analyzed for the amount of evidence it possesses He argues that the current systems lack the capability of doing even a solid job of retrieval as not all needed health care data is stored on the World Wide Web, but is housed in various data bases that may not be accessible to all. These databases may be password protected as requiring subscriptions to access, or the solutions may not even exist currently. Brown further proposes that developing such a search engine would require a large amount of financial backing, and that is lacking at the present. 
With a perfect search engine for evidence-based health care information retrieval not on the horizon, Brown reviews those currently available. Google Scholar is one of the top choices for information retrieval for the health professional as this engine searches the academic literature. Dogpile is another search engine that Brown gives positive reviews as this search engine is able to search multiple engines with its single interface. PubMed is another search engine linking all academic articles, but its weakness is that only the abstracts are readily available and further research is required to find the full text article. No single perfect search engine currently exists for health care information retrieval and the development of such an engine is not on the horizon.



