Sequencing Rationale


Defining a sequencing rationale for reading can be difficult since the skills identified in the curriculum were introduced in an earlier grade. The pattern that most likely would drive the curriculum is the learning-related empirical prerequisite because the teaching of reading is driven by the extensive research that has been done on this complicated content area.


The curriculum would be taught in two- to three-month segments, with new skills from all four major concepts introduced during specific segments. The word segment is used to avoid confusion over the traditional use of the word unit, which usually involves a theme. A variety of texts can be used to teach reading concepts in any given segment.

The first segment would include context clues and connotation and denotation from Acquisition of Vocabulary (AV) since these are important skills that will be used throughout the school year. The segment also includes purpose for reading and self-monitoring comprehension from Reading Process (RP); text features and graphic organizers and main ideas from the Reading Applications: Informational, Technical, and Persuasive Text (RA-ITP) concept; and setting and literary forms and genres from Reading Applications: Literary Text (RA – LT).


The second segment in the curriculum includes affixes and roots and analogies from AV; summarizing and prediction from RP; cause and effect and fact and opinion from RA-ITP; and character development and point of view from RA-LT.


The third segment includes all of the concepts from the previous segments as well as symbols, acronyms, word origins, and derivations from AV; meaning through questions from RP; accuracy of a summary from RA-ITP; and plot from RA-LT. 


The final segment covers the remaining concepts that include multiple resources from AV; arguments and persuasive techniques and drawing conclusions from RA-ITP; and themes and symbols and figurative language from RA-LT. This segment also includes review and application of all previously learned concepts.


As mentioned earlier, sequencing is difficult in reading curriculum since the students will likely have been exposed to the concepts the previous year. What changes involves the application of that skill. Reading teachers need to conduct a pre-assessment and analyze data from the previous year’s standardized test to make adjustments in sequencing according to the need of each class. Ongoing assessment is advised to if there is a need for further adjustments in the sequencing of the reading curriculum.

