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Statement of Purpose


Literacy is perhaps the most important academic program offered in public education. Success in school and in life hinges on one’s ability to read. It is so important that states mandate annual tests from 3rd to 8th grades to ensure adolescents are making adequate progress in developing reading skills.


The need to advance literacy has never been more important than now during this economic downturn.  In an August 2006 webcast, Dr. Sheida White, project officer of the National Assessment of Adult Literacy, noted that the U.S. Department of Labor is projecting that two-thirds of all jobs created in the next decade will require a college education. It is difficult to argue against the importance of literacy in completing the rigorous requirements of higher education. White defines literacy as “the ability to comprehend and use written information, with emphasis on the word “use.”


Despite the obvious need for literacy skills, students in American schools continue to struggle with reading. According to The Nation’s Report Card published by the National Assessment of Educational Progress, only 36 percent of the nation’s 4th- and 8th-grade students were at or above proficient levels in reading in 2007. While the average 8th-grade reading score was 1 point higher than in 2005, and the 4th-grade score was 2 points higher, the two grade levels showed only a modest gain – 3 points and 4 points, respectively, since 1992.


Ohio’s reading scores for both grade levels were higher than more than half the other states and territories in the nation. That may be due in part to Ohio’s comprehensive reading academic standards that are measured by the annual standardized tests. The standards are defined by the benchmarks established for four grade groups; K-3, 4-7, 8-10, and 11-12. The benchmarks are the concepts that have been identified as the building blocks needed to become a literate adult. Within those concepts are specific skills that students will learn at each grade level. The skills build on what has been learned in the previous year.


The 6th-grade curriculum design included in this document builds on concepts introduced in the 4th-grade. The skills introduced in the earlier grades are advanced in the 6th-grade, as will be the case in the 7th-grade. The goal is to create a spiral learning effect in which the concept and skill spiral widens as a student advances grade levels.


The success of this curriculum depends not only on vertical alignment, but horizontal alignment. It’s crucial that the skills outlined here are not taught in isolation but in conjunction with one another. Blending skills replicates real life literacy, which is the goal of this curriculum.
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