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This Language Arts unit is designed to enhance early literacy for beginning readers. All students will need to have a basic foundation for reading skills to be successful readers. Many students lack the exposure and experience in phonemic awareness thus begin their path to becoming successful readers already below the what is needed to be successful. The language arts unit will provide students with a wide range of activities that will enrich their knowledge of the concepts and skills needed to provide them with a solid foundation in phonemic awareness. 
Phonemic awareness uses letter sound correspondence knowledge and structural strategies to help students make connections to letters, sounds, and finally words. Phonemic awareness is an essential piece of learning how to read. Students must be able to hear and recognize oral sound patterns as they work their way through phonemic awareness by practicing rhyming, isolating/identifying phonemes, blending phonemes, and segmenting phonemes. The lack of a solid foundation in these basic skills will cause young learners to struggle with the basic elements of reading. 
Effective phonic instruction teaches students the alphabetic principle relating reading sounds (phonemes) to letters (graphemes) which will enable young learners to read unfamiliar words. As students continue to build the foundation needed to become successful readers, they also acquire the necessary vocabulary skills needed to become fluency readers. When all the elements are in place, young readers begin to sore with confidence and vigor to read unfamiliar text thus only strengthening their ability to read. More reading helps build fluency, and fluency helps build comprehension. 

The ultimate goal is to have all students reading on or above grade level by the end of 3rd grade. Thus a solid foundation is crucial to making this happen for all students and this unit will provide educators with the tools to meet the goal.  
